Carroll, Rhonda

From; Kate Nicoll <nicwiseb@cox.net>
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2016 533 PM
To: JudTestimony

Subject: FW: Support HB5344

From: Kate Nicoll [mailto:nicwise5@cox.net]
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2016 4:04 PM

To: 'jbasile@comcast.net’ <jbasile@comcast.net>
Subject: Support HB5344

Dear Co-Chair Coleman, Co-Chair Fox, and Honorable Members of the Judiciary Committee,
Please accept this as my testimony (for public hearing held on 2/24/16) in SUPPORT of HB 5344, An Act
Concerning Support for Animals that are Neglected or Treated Cruelly

| vote, and this issue is important to me.

I support HB 5344 because:

* Research has established strong links between violent behaviors toward humans and violent behaviors toward
animals.

* Law enforcement agencies must take violence toward animals seriously, and prosecutions must be encouraged. A
disturbing OLR report (2015-R-0262) found that between 2005-15, 80% of animal cruelty offenses were either not
prosecuted or dismissed.

* Having court advocates for animals would be done at no cost by enlisting volunteer representation for animals
from law students and law firms.

* Teaching humans to behave with kindness and respect toward animals will help to build a more humane socisty.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Kate Nicoll, LCSW

Kate Nicoll, LCSW

Founder and CEO

Soul Friends, Inc.

Animal Assisted Therapy Programs of Connecticut
300 Church St, Suite 105

Wa]lingford, CT 06492

Landline : 203.679.0849

Fax: 203.679.0348
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Healing the hearts of children one wagsing tail al a lime




This transmittal, together with any attachments hereto or links contained

hercin, may contain information that is confidential or legally protected.

If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notificd that any

review, disclosure, copying, dissemination, distribution or use of this

information is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. If you have received this communication
in error, please notify the sender or inf«):f(_‘l)soul-ﬁ'icnds.m'g immediately by

return c-mail message and delete all copies of the original communication,

along with any attachments hereto or links herein, from your system. Any

views or opinions expressed in this c-mail are not necessarily those of

Soul Friends, Inc. and its subsidiaries, E-mail transmission

cannot be guaranteed to he error-free or secure from viruses and Soul Friends, Inc
disclaims alt liability for any resulting damage, errors, or omissions.




