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Thank you Senator Coleman, Representative Tong and members of the committee for
your consideration of House Bill 5054. My name is Daniela Bellows and | am a Prudence
Crandall Center Family Violence Victim Advocate in the New Britain and Bristol courts,
Prudence Crandall Center is a domestic violence agency that provides shelter, counseling and
court advocacy to victims of domaestic violence.

Filing a restraining order is an act of bravery for many victims of domestic violence.
Victims of domestic violence who file restraining orders do so without the certainty of an arrest
and comfort of an automatic protective order issued in criminal court. Leaving an abuser is
dangerous for victims, not only because it is statistically the time where abuse escalates, but it
reveals the victim as a victim and the abuser as an abuser in an open, public act. When that
abuser has a firearm, the stakes can be raised to a life or death situation.

HB 5054 would require for respondents to immediately, no later than 24 hours after
notification of the order, surrender their firearms and ammunition. Recently, a Prudence
Crandall client, an attorney with 2 young children told an advocate she knew better than to file
for an ex-parte restraining order, as the law did not require her hushand, who was in the
military to surrender his weapons. The uncertainty regarding his firearm access would
complicate the process too much for her to risk her life or the lives of her children. HB 5054
would provide an opportunity for this victim’s case to be heard earlier if the respondent is
employed in a position where firearms are an essential element in the job. This bill would allow
for these complicated cases to be heard in an efficient, timely manner. This bill also makes
provisions for respondents who after hearing, have had their orders dismissed, allowing for
them to have their firearms returned, HB 5054 effectively addresses the needs of victims,
whose safetylis priority while also upholding the rights of respondents who possess firearms.

We urge your support in HB 5054, not only because it keeps victims of domestic
violence safer in regards to firearms, but because it also decreases the number of days {from 5
to 3) necessary for service. Recently a father came to Prudence Crandall for assistance, his
minor daughter’s abuser had evaded the marshal and time was ticking. It took the efforts of the
victim advocates, the clerks and police officers from three different courts to track down the
respondent, but with only three days until the court date, the case was not heard.

Despite the efforts of many, domestic violence is a harsh reality for hundreds of people
in Connecticut. Victims of domestic violence hear of others who were killed, and will plead with
their advocate, “Please do not let me be next”. Supporting HB 5054 would allow for




Connecticut to join at least 20 other states in helping your family member, your friend and your
neighbor to not be the next statistic in the reality of death and domestic violence. Domestic
violence victims know their partner, and they know the viclence they lived with can be the
violence they die from. '

Again, we urge your support of HB 5054, thank you for your consideration.
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