From: mary lawrence <wellonwheels@hotmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, March 03, 2016 11:31 AM
To: INSTestimony

Cc: Pailadino, Danielie; Rep. Morin, Russell
Subject: Testimony for for HB 5443

Dear members of the Insurance Committee,

| am writing to urge you to vote in favor of HB 5443, AN ACT CONCERNING THE USE OF BREED OF DOG AS AN
UNDERWRITING FACTOR FOR HOMEOWNERS AND TENANTS INSURANCE POLICIES,

Connecticut has already enacted a law prohibiting municipalities from adopting breed-specific ordinances.
(2013, Public Act 13-103}. This Act indicates that the legislature believes breed discrimination is not good
policy. Therefore, it makes sense to ensure that insurance companies may not participate in breed
discrimination either.

A 2014 position paper released by the American Veterinary Society of Animal Behavior highlights that dog
breed is not a reliable indicator of a dog's potential for aggression.

"Any dog may bite, regardless of the dog’s size or sex, or reported breed or mix of breeds." Dog bites are
usually due to upbringing, learned behavior, fear, and lack of socialization.

| have a Husky/Shepherd mix, two breeds listed as "dangerous breeds" by most insurance companies in
Connecticut, and it was difficult for me to find homeowner's insurance. When 1 did, | had to pay an additional
premium, which is discriminatory and unfair. This additional cost can pose a financial burden on those with
limited incomes, resulting in dogs being abandoned at shelters or euthanized. Further, landlords prohibit
renters from having certain breeds due to the high cost of this insurance, and dogs end up dumped in
pounds.

By supporting HB 5443, you will prevent the separation of animals from their families, and minimize the
number of dogs who end up at shelters and are euthanized through no fault of their own.

Thank you.

Mary Lawrence
76 Saxon Road
Wethersfield, CT 06109




