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My name is Melinda Montovani and I have the privilege of working for the Brain Injury 

Alliance of CT (BIAC), where we provide services to the entire state of CT. 

I am submitting this testimony in opposition to Governor’s Bill 17, Sec. 32. , where Governor 

Malloy proposes the repeal of section 17b-8 of the Connecticut General Statue. 

I ask that you oppose the repeal of this Section. 

Connecticut General State Statute Sec. 17b-8 mandates the Commissioner of Social 

Services to submit an application for a federal waiver and any proposed amendment to the 

Medicaid state plan to the joint standing committees of the General Assembly (Human Services 

and Appropriations).   This statute assures the public that in addition to legislative review of the 

waiver, there will be a public hearing.  At the conclusion of a public hearing the joint standing 

committees can then advise the commissioner of their approval, denial, or modifications of the 

waiver application or proposed amendment.  This is a process where we all have an opportunity 

to voice our concerns and share solutions for what works.  This is a protection against decisions 

being made without input from those directly affected by brain injury. 

Input into the process is crucial. I have worked at the Brain Injury Alliance of CT and 

have been receiving calls to our Helpline for the past 10 years.  I speak with individuals with 

brain injury and family members. I am faced with telling people over and over about gaps in 

services and wait lists.  People call who have lost nearly everything as a result of their brain 

injury including jobs, homes, their ability to function as they once did before their brain injury.  



Until now, I have been able to encourage people, that they still have their voice.  They can call, 

email, visit, write or contact their representative.  They can attend public hearings and testify.  

Individuals can speak from experience about what is working and what is not working with 

services or lack thereof.  Through legislative advocacy we all can influence a very large 

bureaucratic system where a single individual may get lost. 

 

Now the Governor wants to take away an individual’s ability to be heard.   

The Governor wants to take away our voice.  And not only does he want to take away the 

public’s right to be heard, he wants to silence the legislature as well.  So people can contact their 

legislator, but their representative won’t be able to speak for them.  While I still have a voice, I 

ask you to stop this right now and oppose the repeal of 17b-8.  


