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It is alarming to me that 1 in 4 of my female classmates will be sexually assaulted during
their time here. And yet, all of us take the risk and come to college campuses where young
women are particularly vulnerable. If parents knew that 1 in 4 of their daughters would be
stabbed in college, they would be horrified, and the state would not stand aside and let the
violence continue.

Not only are young women at risk of being sexually assaulted by fellow students, they are
often expected to prove that they explicitly told their attacker, “No.” No does mean no, but the
standard for sexual assault cases must be higher and less ambiguous. When young people are in
terrifying and dangerous situations, they do not often mull over how best to present evidence
against their attacker.

I am lucky to attend a university that has an Affirmative Consent policy. This means that
if I or one of my classmates is sexually assaulted, we do not need to prove that we said “no.”
Instead, the standard for any sexual assault case is one person explicitly telling the other “yes.”

Yale, Trinity College, and University of Connecticut are the only universities in
Connecticut with Affirmative Consent policies. Every other university in the state fails to protect
its students. For victims of sexual assault at schools without Affirmative Consent policies, it is
difficult to come forward and predators are able to continue attacking their peers with impunity.
The blurred lines of many university sexual assault policies makes victim-blaming
commonplace.

Sexual assault is an epidemic that affects the lives of so many women and men, and yet
our state government does not adequately protect college students. It is time that the Connecticut
state legislature ensures survivors of sexual assault receive the justice they deserve, and
perpetrators are punished.

Sexual assault can ruin students’ college experience, and institutions should be doing
everything in their power to ensure that every student knows sexual assault cases are taken
seriously. Victims should not worry about being asked insulting questions about how they might



have prevented their attacks. Perpetrators should not be able to use vague sexual assault policies
to their advantage. Connecticut must send a message to every college student that sexual assault
victims will be supported and attackers will be punished.



