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An Act Concerning Affirmative Consent 
 

As a Yale student, I have the benefit of attending an institution that understands the importance of                                 
consent and the justice that comes when victims are given a voice, not relegated to the shadows. Unfortunately,                                   
this experience is not uniform across our state, leaving thousands of students in an unsafe and negative sexual                                   
climate. I stand in support of H.B 5376 because affirmative consent is an effective, common sense policy that                                   
breaks down victim blaming and provides a greater opportunity for justice. 

 
According to the National Sexual Violence Resource Center and the Department of Justice, an estimated                             

80­90% of college cases of sexual assault go unreported. After experiencing unimaginable physical and                           
emotional trauma, victims of sexual assault face an uphill battle in reporting crimes committed against them.                               
The current “no means no” policy places a tremendous burden on the victim and often leads to greater distress.                                     
If a victim doesn’t outright protest, then the policy assumes consent, even if this is not the case. When a victim                                         
does report a crime, they face victim blaming, where they are told they were “asking for it” by wearing a certain                                         
outfit, or are automatically questioned not as a victim, but as a liar. Even after this terrifying process, less than                                       
one third of sexual assault cases reported on college campuses result in expulsion or similar disciplinary action.                                 
Why would any victim put themselves through a degrading process where they are consistently marginalized                             
and forced to deepen their wounds? 

 
An affirmative consent policy shifts the standard of consent to create an environment that safeguards                             

against ambiguity, sets a higher bar for sexual consent, and stops the terrible trend of victim blaming. Assisting                                   
the victim through affirmative consent does not unfairly burden the accused or increase false allegations. Rather,                               
it creates a comprehensive definition of sexual assault and consent. Defined standing before the law, therefore,                               
creates a campus justice system that can actually address the challenges of sexual assault cases. H.B. 5376 will                                   
be instrumental in changing the way consent is viewed on college campuses across the state by creating a                                   
climate where sexual assault is reported without fear and students have the right to live their lives without the                                     
threat of unequal justice.  
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