March 11, 2016
Dear Members of the Connecticut Legislature,

Maple Syrup is the first agricultural product of the year produced in late winter with March as the
primary month for production. As the temperature in the days approaches 40 degrees and the nights
drop below freezing, the sap moves up and down in the sugar maple tree. Hundreds of sugar makers in
the state tap into the trees to collect the sweet sap. It takes about 40 gallons of the sweet tree sap to
make 1 gallon of the pure maple syrup that we enjoy and love so much on pancakes and ice cream. In
addition to maple syrup, many sugar makers make and sell maple candy and cream. Currently, larger
states like Vermont and Maine out produce Connecticut producers. We are 10" in the country in terms
of production. However, we sugar makers feel that our syrup is second to none and just as good as or
even better than other state’s syrup. | am asking that you designate the month of March as “Maple
Month”. This designation will help promote Connecticut maple products and help local sugarhouses
prosper. This will cost the state of Connecticut zero dollars in state funding. All we are looking for is the
promotion and designation. Many other New England states like Massachusetts and Maine have already
made similar designations. | ask that you please do the same and support March as Maple Month.

Thank you for supporting local sugar makers,

Geoff Picard

91 Kelseytown Rd.
Killingworth, CT 06419



