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Testimony	  in	  support	  of	  SB	  250:	  An	  Act	  Concerning	  Hours	  of	  Election	  Day	  Registration	  

	  
	  
Dear	  Senator	  Cassano,	  Representative	  Jutila,	  and	  members	  of	  the	  GAE	  Committee,	  	  
	  
My	  name	  is	  Lisbeth	  Becker	  and	  I	  am	  the	  Registrar	  of	  Voters	  in	  Glastonbury	  and	  a	  member	  of	  the	  ROVAC	  
Legislative	  Committee.	  I	  am	  here	  to	  speak	  in	  favor	  of	  SB	  250.	  
	  
The	  State	  of	  Connecticut	  enacted	  Election	  Day	  Registration	  in	  2012	  with	  implementation	  a	  year	  later	  in	  2013.	  	  
The	  demand	  for	  Election	  Day	  Registration	  varies	  based	  on	  population	  and	  whether	  the	  election	  is	  a	  local,	  
federal-‐state	  or	  presidential	  election	  year.	  	  For	  example,	  in	  my	  Town	  of	  Glastonbury,	  categorized	  as	  a	  Large	  
Town,	  we	  had	  24	  registrants	  at	  the	  2013	  local	  election,	  140	  registrants	  in	  the	  2014	  Federal	  –	  State	  election,	  
and	  17	  registrants	  in	  the	  2015	  local	  elections.	  	  Extrapolating	  from	  the	  experience	  Federal	  –	  State	  Election	  in	  
2014	  when	  we	  had	  a	  69%	  voter	  turnout,	  and	  anticipating	  a	  voter	  turnout	  of	  around	  87%	  during	  this	  
Presidential	  year,	  we	  anticipate	  a	  concomitant	  increase	  in	  Election	  Day	  Registration.	  	  Although	  we	  feel	  we	  have	  
a	  handle	  on	  managing	  the	  process,	  our	  volume	  is	  one-‐sixth	  that	  of	  a	  larger	  city	  with	  a	  more	  transient	  
population.	  	  The	  process	  takes	  more	  time	  because	  of	  the	  checks	  and	  balances	  built	  into	  the	  system,	  and	  
accurately	  accounting	  for	  all	  new	  registrations	  with	  number	  of	  ballots	  can	  be	  a	  time-‐consuming	  process.	  	  	  	  
	  
2016	  will	  be	  the	  first	  year	  for	  Election	  Day	  Registration	  at	  which	  time	  voters	  will	  no	  longer	  be	  voting	  a	  
Presidential	  Ballot.	  	  Whereas	  registering	  to	  vote	  was	  optional	  when	  applying	  for	  the	  Presidential	  Ballot,	  the	  
requirement	  to	  register	  in	  order	  to	  vote	  changes	  the	  process	  along	  with	  increasing	  the	  administrative	  
requirements.	  	  The	  most	  problematic	  administrative	  requirement	  involves	  voters	  who	  are	  registered	  in	  other	  
CT	  towns.	  	  If	  a	  person	  comes	  in	  to	  register	  at	  7:59	  pm,	  the	  process	  involves	  contacting	  other	  towns	  who	  then	  
contact	  the	  specific	  precinct	  to	  find	  out	  if	  the	  person	  has	  already	  voted	  or	  not	  in	  order	  to	  prevent	  fraudulent	  
activity.	  	  The	  Election	  Day	  Registration	  process	  would	  interrupt	  the	  end	  of	  the	  night	  wrap	  up	  going	  on	  at	  the	  
polling	  locations.	  	  It	  impacts	  the	  tallying	  of	  the	  number	  of	  voters	  and	  the	  counting	  process	  of	  who	  voted	  that	  is	  
arduous	  and	  time	  consuming	  without	  poll	  books	  as	  it	  is	  all	  done	  by	  hand.	  	  After	  a	  day	  that	  starts	  at	  5:15	  am	  for	  
the	  election	  workers,	  the	  closing	  process	  would	  be	  delayed	  well	  beyond	  the	  8:00	  pm	  official	  closing	  time.	  	  	  	  
	  
Given	  this,	  I	  ask	  you	  to	  support	  SB	  250.	  Thank	  you	  so	  much	  for	  your	  consideration.	  	  	  
	   	   	   	  


