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March 7, 2016

To: Senator Steve Cassano, Co-Chair
Representative Ed Jutila, Co-Chair
Members of the Government Administration & Elections Committee

From: Bill Ethier, CAE, Chief Executive Officer

Re: Support for HB 5229, AA Changing Certain Reporting Requirements
in the State Code of Ethics

The HBRA of Connecticut is a professional trade association with about eight hundred
(800) member firms statewide employing tens of thousands of CT’s citizens. Our
members, all small businesses, are residential and commercial builders, land developers,
remodelers, general contractors, subcontractors, suppliers and those businesses and
professionals that provide services to our diverse industry and to consumers. We build
between 70% to 80% of all new homes and apartments in the state each year and engage in
countless home remodeling projects.

We support HB 5229 with the modifications suggested by the Connecticut Business
and Industry Association (CBIA). We agree with all points made by CBIA in its
testimony, and particularly support the change in subsection (k) of CGS section 1-84
from “principal speaker” to “active participant” and the addition of the definition of
“active participant” as follows: “As used in this subsection, ‘active participant’ means a
speaker, panelist, moderator of a panel or presenter of an award who provides substantive
official service to the sponsor of the event.”

The changes in HB 5229, as modified above, would be a change that helps connect
public officials with organizations that represent all sorts of constituencies. Under
current law, it is often difficult to secure public official speakers for organizational events
and meetings when such individuals cannot be categorized as a principal speaker. For
example, a public official who is part of a larger panel of experts on a topic must be
reported within 30 days to the Office of State Ethics. It is always an awkward
conversation when inviting such officials to participate on a panel, telling them we need to
report your participation because you would not be a “principal speaker” unless, of course,
you pay the registration fee for the event (which by the way no other panelist who is not a
public official would be asked to pay). Most public officials decline to pay and decline to
attend. The default, then, for us and similarly situated lobbying organizations is to simply
not invite public officials to our events to speak with our members. Both the official and
our members lose that critical interaction that would make government work better. The
changes in HB 5229, as modified in CBIA’s testimony, will resolve that issue and we
urge you to vote favorably for this change.

Thank you for the opportunity to express our views on this important topic.

Vision: “Building CT's Economy, Communities and Better Lives One Home at a Time”
Mission: “Using Effective Advocacy and New Knowledge to Solve Our Member’'s Problems.”
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