
March 28, 2016 

Good Afternoon Senator Fonfara, Representative Berger and the esteemed members of the Finance, 

Revenue and Bonding Committee.  

 My name is Peter Towey and I am submitting this testimony to voice my strong opposition to SB 

464 (An Act Establishing the Hartford Financial Sustainability Commission.)  I have proudly been a 

Hartford Firefighter for over 21 years and am currently  honored to serve as the Secretary/Treasurer of 

the Hartford Fire Fighters Association, I.A.F.F. Local 760.  The members of the Hartford Fire Fighters 

Association are deeply committed to the City of Hartford.  Each day they start their shifts prepared to 

take whatever actions are required to protect the citizens and visitors to the Capitol City.  Their 

commitment does not end there,  many continue to served in volunteer roles for various civic and youth 

groups within the city, outside of their professional careers.  They serve as coaches, mentors and 

volunteer at shelters and soup kitchens.  They do this not to receive acknowledgement or praise, but to 

serve the City that they love.   Our members know about sacrifice, and do not hesitate in demonstrating 

this again and again.  I find it disgraceful that this legislation seeks to eliminate their collective 

bargaining rights, along with those of all the hard working employees of the City of Hartford and the 

Hartford Board of Education.   

 The Hartford Fire Fighters Association has a proven history of negotiating concessions in their 

collective bargaining agreements on many occasions for the benefit of the City.  This was possible due to 

the fact the our members were treated with respect and were willing to help when asked.  This time, 

with the City of Hartford facing difficult times, the Mayor is instead choosing to push legislation that 

eliminates our collective bargaining rights.  This is not only disrespectful to our membership, but wastes 

valuable time that could be spent finding solutions at negotiating table.  The Mayor has been more 

focused on eliminating our rights at the State Capitol.   He has not even attempted to negotiate with the 

employees in any productive or meaningful manner.   

 All of the Hartford Unions are willing to be a part of the process of finding solutions to the 

financial challenges facing Hartford.  They are not willing to sit back and watch their collective 

bargaining rights be eliminated.  I urge the members of this committee to stand with our members in 

opposition to this bill. 

 

Thank you for time, 
 
Peter Towey 
Secretary/Treasurer, Hartford Fire Fighters Assoc, IAFF 760 


