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Dear Senator Fonfara, Representative Berger, and esteemed members of the Finance,
Revenue, and Bonding Committee of the Connecticut General Assembly,

My name is Alok Bhatt. | am an active denizen of the City of Hartford, presently residing
in the first district, on Capitol Avenue.

As an adamant proponent for the will of the people in guiding the City of Hartford, |
submit my testimony in strong opposition to Senate Bill 464: An Act Establishing the
Hartford Financial Sustainability Commission (SB464). | believe the commission
contemplated in SB464 diminishes the political power of Hartford residents by
transferring excessive authority over city affairs to a body with limited accountability to
the people of Hartford.

My first issue with SB464 lies with the composition of the Financial Sustainability
Commission. S464 identifies the Secretary for the State of Connecticut Office of Policy
and Management (OPM), currently Benjamin Barnes, as co-chair of the commission.
The people of Hartford did not elect any high-ranking state officers to manage our city.
We elected our City Council and Mayor to serve these functions, and we hold these
particular figures accountable.

The presumption of validity afforded to the commission in SB464 also alarms me.
Section 4 of SB464 reads that the commission may make recommendations to the city
budget “provided such modifications shall become effective if the city council does not
act on or before its next regularly scheduled meeting to disapprove such modification
with an affirmative of vote of five members of the council”. This provision grants the
commission unilateral power to make budgetary decisions that City Council must
consciously challenge to compel further discussion.



Section 5 reinforces the disproportionality of budgetary powers been the commission
and Hartford’s city council. While SB charges the city to submit a financial plan to the
commission, it enables the commission to “reexamine”, or reject, the plan and even
request a plan the commission considers more favorable. Combined with the power to
make presumptive valid “recommendations” to the city budget, SB464 essentially gives
the commission a final say in Hartford’s budget, notwithstanding the city charter’s
allocation of budgetary powers between city council and the mayor.

The last few sections of SB464 seek to solidify the force of its provisions. Section 8
empowers the Attorney General for the State of Connecticut, as well as the judicial
branch, to enforce any action the commission authorizes within the powers delineated
within SB464. This also furthers the state’s creeping stewardship over the City of
Hartford

Section 9 threatens any employee or agent of the City of Hartford with disciplinary
action or removal for acting out of compliance with any action the commission
authorizes.

Ultimately, placing the budgetary powers of the City of Hartford squarely within the
hands of a few selected individuals disenfranchises Hartford residents and affords
excessive authority to a quasi-public entity. Despite a $30,000,000-plus deficit, we
cannot allow a fiscal crisis to undermine democracy. Such a precedent can only lead to
further imbalances of power and will take the future of our City away from the control of
its residents.

| adamantly urge that the Finance, Revenue, and Bonding Committee vote to kill SB46$
in committee and allow the people of Hartford to retain oversight over the affairs of the

city.

| thank you for your consideration of this urgent and crucial matter.

Sincerely,

Alok Bhatt



