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Finance, Revenue and Bonding Committee 
Senate Bill 464

Senator Fonfara, Representative Berger, and members of the Finance, Revenue and 
Bonding Committee.  My name is Stephen Anderson and I am the President of CSEA 
SEIU Local 2001, a labor union which represents thousands of workers employed in the 
private sector, as well as state and municipal governments throughout Connecticut.  I 
am testifying today against Senate Bill 464, An Act Establishing the Hartford Financial 
Sustainability Commission. 

This legislation threatens to give control of Hartford’s education and municipal budgets 
to a group of appointees hand-picked by Mayor Luke Bronin. The impact of this 
legislation introduced at the request of the city’s new mayor would be catastrophic and 
undemocratic. This legislation would strip due process and collective bargaining rights 
from every unionized city employee in Hartford, remove a significant amount of power 
from the Hartford Common Council, and give that power to an unelected commission 
largely controlled by the Mayor to dictate how public resources are invested in Hartford, 
circumventing the democratic process.    

This legislation is unnecessary as the Mayor’s office has the ability to seek contractual 
changes through the negotiation process. The new mayor has not yet attempted to sit 
down with municipal or board of education employees in any productive or meaningful 
way to address the city’s financial situation.  Mayor Bronin’s legislation looks more like 
a power-grab than a good faith effort to collaborate with stakeholders to preserve our 
capitol city’s quality of life.
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