
 

 
 

 
 
 
The Connecticut Conference of Municipalities (CCM) is Connecticut’s statewide association of 
towns and cities and the voice of local government - your partners in governing Connecticut.  Our 
members represent over 96% of Connecticut’s population. We appreciate the opportunity to testify 
on bills of interest to towns and cities. 
 
HB 5594, “An Act Imposing a Surcharge on Certain Personal Risk Insurance Policies to 

Fund Regional Fire Schools' Operating Budgets and Certain Firefighter 
Training Costs and Purchases of Fire Equipment.” 

CCM supports HB 5594. 

The bill would, among other things, establish a 1% surcharge on the net direct premiums of 
homeowners and renters insurance policies. HB 5594 would also establish a “Connecticut Safety 
Fire Fund.”  

This proposal would allocate the revenue generated from the surcharge on homeowners and renters 
insurance policies to the fund in order to support the operating budgets of regional fire schools. 
Additionally, the bill allows for municipalities to apply for funding from the program to purchase 
fire equipment if there is money left in the fund. 

CCM supports HB 5594 as it would establish a reasonable funding mechanism to ensure regional 
fire schools have adequate operating budgets and are able to provide crucial training to our 
firefighters. The recent budget cuts at the state has caused the cost of these classes to nearly 
double.  This legislation would help control the costs of training at the regional schools, but also 
potentially eliminate the costs to the fire department and municipalities. 

CCM urges the Committee to favorably report on this bill. 

 

  

If you have any questions, please contact Randy Collins, Advocacy Manager of CCM at 
rcollins@ccm-ct.org or (860) 707-6446.  
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