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Raised HB 5493 An Act Phasing Out The Ambulatory Surgical Center Tax.

Dear Chairmen Fonfara and Berger, Ranking Members Frantz and Davis, and distinguished members of
the Finance Committee:

Thank you for this opportunity to submit testimony on Raised HB 5493 An Act Phasing Out The
Ambulatory Surgical Center Tax.

While | prefer a complete repeal of the Ambulatory Surgical Center tax, rHB 5493 calls for a phase-out
of this onerous tax over a three-year period. In 2015, the legislature enacted a new 6% gross receipts tax
on Ambulatory Surgical Centers throughout the state pursuant to PA 15-244 in the regular session (Sec.
172) as amended by PA 15-5 (Sec. 130) in the June 2015 special session. This tax was in addition to the
sales and property taxes already levied on Ambulatory Surgical Centers. Connecticut is one of the
highest taxed states in the nation and this new tax is evidence of one more unnecessary tax.

Ambulatory Surgical Centers provide quality health care services in a cost-effective and timely manner
to thousands of patients in the state who would otherwise seek medical attention in a more expensive
hospital setting. Furthermore, Ambulatory Surgical Centers play a critical role in the overall functioning
of Connecticut’s healthcare delivery system.

Ambulatory Surgical Centers need to be protected, NOT taxed more, in order to fulfill their mission in
the delivery of quality healthcare services for Connecticut’s residents.

I urge the Finance, Revenue and Bonding Committee to support rHB 5493 with an amendment to repeal
the Ambulatory Surgical Center tax at the end of this fiscal year.

Thank you for your consideration of rHB 5493.
Kathleen M. McCarty

State Representative, 38™ District
Waterford, Montville
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