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Good	  afternoon	  Chairman	  Fonfara	  and	  Chairman	  Berger	  and	  other	  distinguished	  members	  of	  the	  

Committee.	  	  I	  appreciate	  the	  opportunity	  to	  speak	  to	  you	  all	  today	  about	  this	  very	  important	  matter	  

affecting	  the	  provision	  of	  healthcare	  here	  in	  Connecticut.	  My	  name	  is	  Dr.	  Charles	  Adelmann	  and	  I	  am	  the	  

Medical	  Director	  for	  the	  Surgical	  Center	  of	  Connecticut	  in	  Bridgeport.	  	  

	  

Each	  year,	  I	  treat	  hundreds	  of	  patients,	  many	  of	  whom	  require	  same-‐day	  surgeries	  that	  I	  am,	  

fortunately,	  able	  to	  perform	  in	  an	  ambulatory	  surgery	  center	  setting.	  The	  opportunity	  to	  provide	  care	  in	  

an	  ASC	  means	  that	  my	  patients	  are	  always	  well	  cared	  for;	  they	  receive	  superior	  care	  delivered	  by	  a	  

highly	  skilled	  staff;	  and	  they	  bypass	  the	  hassles	  of	  care	  in	  a	  hospital	  outpatient	  department	  –	  which	  

more	  often	  than	  not,	  means	  getting	  delayed	  by	  emergencies	  and	  bumped	  by	  higher	  acuity	  patients.	  My	  

patients	  treated	  in	  an	  ASC	  are	  at	  less	  risk	  for	  infection,	  and	  they	  pay	  less	  for	  their	  care	  than	  they	  would	  

in	  a	  hospital.	  	  

	  

The	  six	  percent	  ASC	  provider	  tax	  we	  are	  talking	  about	  today	  has	  been	  nothing	  but	  bad	  news	  for	  a	  

healthcare	  sector	  that	  has	  proven	  its	  efficiency	  and	  cost	  efficacy.	  	  

	  

Ambulatory	  Surgery	  Center	  care	  is	  a	  fundamental	  part	  of	  healthcare	  delivery	  in	  this	  country.	  Decades	  

ago,	  any	  patient	  in	  need	  of	  a	  surgical	  or	  diagnostic	  procedure	  was	  sent	  to	  the	  hospital.	  They	  might	  wait	  

weeks	  for	  an	  appointment.	  Overburdened	  staffs	  and	  overscheduled	  operating	  rooms	  meant	  delays,	  slow	  

turnover	  times,	  and	  exorbitant	  costs.	  	  	  Today,	  by	  comparison,	  patients	  have	  access	  to	  convenient,	  

outpatient	  care	  at	  any	  number	  of	  accredited	  ASCs	  in	  their	  communities.	  These	  facilities	  perform	  forty	  

percent	  of	  all	  Medicare	  gastroenterology	  procedures,	  nearly	  30	  percent	  of	  all	  Medicare	  ophthalmology	  

cases,	  and	  more	  than	  20	  percent	  of	  pain	  management	  procedures	  for	  the	  Medicare	  population.	  	  

	  

ASCs	  are	  efficient	  and	  provide	  high-‐quality,	  lower	  cost	  care.	  It’s	  been	  a	  winning	  scenario	  for	  all	  parties	  

involved.	  Between	  2008	  and	  2011,	  ASCs	  saved	  the	  Medicare	  program	  and	  its	  beneficiaries	  7.5	  billion	  

dollars.	  Medicare	  beneficiaries	  –	  the	  patients	  themselves	  –	  benefitted	  directly.	  1.5	  billion	  went	  straight	  

back	  into	  their	  pockets	  as	  the	  result	  of	  less	  expensive	  copayments	  and	  coinsurance.	  	  



ASCs	  are	  truly,	  a	  model	  for	  the	  future	  of	  healthcare.	  We	  are	  streamlined,	  efficient,	  cost-‐effective	  and	  

patient-‐preferred.	  The	  six	  percent	  provider	  tax	  under	  discussion	  today	  does	  nothing	  to	  acknowledge	  the	  

value	  we	  add	  to	  our	  state’s	  healthcare	  system	  or	  the	  thousands	  of	  patients	  we	  treat.	  

	  

I	  don’t	  feel	  it’s	  necessary	  to	  talk	  about	  what	  happens	  when	  businesses	  don’t	  bring	  in	  enough	  revenue.	  

Many	  of	  you	  can	  speak	  to	  what	  happens	  when	  profits	  fall	  below	  costs,	  far	  better	  than	  I	  can.	  But	  I	  can	  tell	  

you	  what	  it	  does	  in	  terms	  of	  healthcare.	  Any	  time	  the	  doors	  of	  a	  healthcare	  facility	  close	  –	  especially	  in	  

today’s	  climate	  when	  resources	  are	  already	  stretched	  thin	  –	  the	  burden	  is	  acutely	  felt	  elsewhere.	  Our	  

hospitals	  feel	  it,	  our	  physicians	  feel	  it,	  our	  patients	  especially	  feel	  it.	  Patients	  are	  inconvenienced	  and	  

often	  delay	  seeking	  care	  –	  when	  timely	  care	  can	  mean	  the	  difference	  between	  a	  good	  and	  a	  poor	  

outcome.	  	  

	  

It	  is	  important	  to	  also	  note	  that	  data	  show	  this	  tax	  is	  wildly	  unpopular	  among	  Connecticut	  voters	  for	  

many	  of	  the	  reasons	  I	  have	  discussed.	  	  A	  statewide	  poll	  completed	  shortly	  after	  the	  tax	  was	  

implemented	  found	  more	  than	  80	  percent	  of	  likely	  voters	  oppose	  the	  tax.	  	  	  	  

	  

I	  hope	  you	  will	  all	  consider	  what	  you’ve	  heard	  today	  and	  advance	  the	  bill	  to	  repeal	  the	  recently	  imposed	  

six	  percent	  provider	  tax	  on	  ambulatory	  surgery	  centers.	  	  Taxing	  our	  healthcare	  providers	  to	  the	  breaking	  

point	  serves	  no	  one	  in	  the	  long	  run.	  We	  need	  wise	  policies	  and	  support	  of	  our	  elected	  officials	  if	  we	  are	  

to	  be	  successful	  in	  promoting	  health	  and	  good	  outcomes	  for	  the	  people	  of	  Connecticut.	  

	  

Thank	  you	  for	  the	  opportunity	  to	  testify	  before	  the	  Committee	  today.	  
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