
When I lost my graphic design business to overseas web sites that charge $5 for a logo design, I was forced to look for a job after 
decades of self-employment. I was not prepared for what happened next. Never before in my life had I struggled to find work. I must have 
applied for a thousand jobs, and never even got a single interview.

Then by a stroke of sheer luck, I landed a role as a Background Actor in a feature film being produced here in New England. I did so well 
they bumped me up to a featured role. My character was given a name and I was promised a listing in the movie's credits. That led to 
more work as an actor, and then as a crew member as well.

I found myself embarking on a brand new career, and it's been an amazing three years. I look forward to many more as the film industry 
continues to grow and thrive in Connecticut.

That's the most important thing I want to say today… I simply wouldn't have a job right now if it weren't for the film industry in 
Connecticut! When every other employer turned me down, the film industry said "Welcome aboard."

Am I still struggling? Yes, of course. The work is not steady, and it's not guaranteed, but I am working! That's why this Bill is so incredibly 
important for all of us. Simply put, more films mean more jobs. More jobs mean steadier employment, more job security and a healthier 
economy. The film industry creates an immeasurable amount of ancillary benefits to our state's economy, creating business for 
suppliers, locations, restaurants, vendors, service providers, and so many more. 

This Bill will encourage smaller productions to film in Connecticut, and most importantly, it will encourage them to hire local crew. Both of 
these factors will boost the local economy, and also create a ripple effect that will be felt statewide.

We need this revision to help keep CT's film industry growing while continuing to integrate our local workforce with neighboring New 
England states. Smaller productions serve as the training ground for a workforce that can progress to larger budget, studio-level, 
projects. If our state's film industry workforce becomes known as experienced, and capable crew members, larger productions will 
choose to film here, bringing even more business, and an influx of revenue.

A thriving Connecticut film industry will create more jobs, more revenue, ancillary business and recognition on a global scale. We've 
already earned the nickname of "Hollywood East," but I don't see why we should yet again be referred to by using another city's name. 
We're not "New York's bedroom," and we shouldn't be "Hollywood East."

Wouldn't be nice if people discussed the film industry in Connecticut and referred to it as "Hartford?" Passing this Bill is a great step in 
that direction. It's a step towards more jobs, more job security, a larger, thriving workforce, and a better economy for the entire state of 
Connecticut.

Sincerely,
– Noël Ramos, Actor, Film Crew Member, and CT Resident


