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Senator Doyle, Representative Reed and other members of the Energy and Technology Committee my 

name is Tom Swan and I am the Executive Director of the Connecticut Citizen Action Group (CCAG).  On 

behalf of our member families I want to thank you for raising HB 5247 AAC The Shared Clean Energy 

Facility Pilot Program (SCEF). 

I am sure I will not be the only person today who voices their frustration about the failure to implement 

last year’s bill.  While we do not blame the Committee for this, we do believe that the insistence of a 

pilot project, the inclusion of the utilities in administering the SCEF, the limit on who can benefit from 

our clean energy investments, and the botched implementation could serve as poster children in big 

energy’s war on solar and other renewables.  It is embarrassing to say that about Connecticut, since we 

have at least rhetorically committed to addressing climate change. 

Therefore we urge you to scrap the concept of a pilot and enable the adoption of SCEF. It is only fair that 

all of us have access to affordable clean energy and the current ban on shared solar systems denies 

many people access.  Building a more robust solar industry will be good for our economy and create 

jobs.  To do this we can’t continue to have our energy policy dictated by the electric distribution 

companies. 

We are way behind Massachusetts and nine other states that have already adopted shared solar 

programs.  The CT Academy of Science and Engineering (CASE) released its report that outlined how we 

could proceed with a full scale program now.  

It is time to get serious about addressing climate change and to end the stranglehold that large 

corporations have on our energy policy.  Towards this end, we urge you to amend the bill to scrap the 

pilot and to authorize the full adoption SCEF.  Thank you for your consideration. 


