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The Connecticut Conference of Municipalities (CCM) is Connecticut’s statewide association of
towns and cities and the voice of local government - your partners in governing Connecticut. Our
members represent over 96% of Connecticut’s population. We appreciate the opportunity to
testify on bills of interest to towns and cities.

HB 5309, “An Act Concerning Facilitation of the Municipal Residential Solar
Application Process”

My name is John Elsesser, | am the Town Manager for the town of Coventry, and Second Vice
President on CCM’s Board of Directors.

HB 5309 would, among other things, require the Green Bank to approve a standardized solar
photovoltaic system permit application form for use by municipalities.

CCM supports this concept as a reasonable means of encouraging local development of solar
technology — and providing local officials with an efficient guide for conducting inspections and
issuing permits.

Municipal officials have been at the forefront of fostering “green communities”. The
Connecticut Rooftop Solar PV Permitting Guide, released in May 2014, was the result of an
effective collaboration between private and public sector stakeholders, and municipalities that
included the town of Coventry.

CCM continues to meet with legislators, industry representatives, and the Green Bank in order to
craft a solution to streamline the process. We urge the committee to make sure that the proposal
is not a new unfunded mandate on towns and cities. Local communities require a certain degree
of flexibility to decide what practices and timetables suit their needs, particularly as the demand
for such projects increases.

CCM urges the Committee to ensure HB 5309 does not impose an additional and costly state
mandate on towns and cities.
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If you have any questions, please contact Alexandra Beaudoin, Legislative Associate of CCM at
abeaudoin@ccm-ct.org or (860) 670-4021.
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