Handing over Plum Island to private hands and/or commercial interests would be a travesty.
Any monies gained would soon disappear into the federal bureaucracy and be instantly
forgotten. Preserving this natural treasure, however, would profit for posterity its incomparable
beauty, geological uniqueness, and important place in the Atlantic littoral ecology.

In striving to preserve the island, | propose a much larger effort: making Plum Island the first in
a series of islands in a new national park. This unique park would consist of an archipelago of
islands, promontories and where necessary mainland sites extending from the Canadian border in
Maine to the Florida keys. A suggested name: Atlantic Islands National Waterway.

Moorings, dockage, and campsites would be spaced at distances suitable for small craft propelled
by sail, oar, and power. Where necessary, it would extend into estuaries, up rivers, and perhaps
the Inland Waterway. The park’s mission would to be enlighten the public to the Atlantic's
natural, geological, ecological, and historical significance.

Because of its traversing so many states, the park would not be administered in quite the same
way as other parks. Fishing and hunting laws, for example, would be coordinated with the
states. Acquisition of properties also would differ. Many sites are already in the hands of the
federal government (Acadia National Park, Cape Cod National Seashore, for example). State
and municipal sites would be either acquired, or leased from present owners. The same may
obtain in negotiations with privately-held owners.

Two remarkable organizations provide examples of how the park may be brought about. The
first is the venerable Appalachian Mountain Club. The second is the unique Maine Islands Trail
Association. Both these have created and maintained systems of trails and watercourses through
negotiations with governments and private owners. Their experience would prove of immense
value to creating a park embracing the entire Atlantic coast.

As well as the aesthetic, environmental, recreational benefits of the park, economic advantages
will abound. Build-out, maintenance, operations, and local businesses all will create jobs and
other opportunities. Finally, in an era of many seemingly insoluble economic, cultural, and
security problems, the creation of a new national park (which some call America's finest idea)
offers the nation a positive endeavor, one in accord with one of our best traditions.



