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Connecticut Fund for the Environment (CFE) is a non-profit environmental organization with 

over 5,500 members statewide. The mission of CFE, and its bi-state program Save the Sound, is 

to protect and improve the land, air, and water of Connecticut and Long Island Sound. We use 

legal and scientific expertise and bring people together to achieve results that benefit our 

environment for current and future generations. 

 

Dear Senator Kennedy, Representative Albis, and members of the Committee on Environment: 

 

Connecticut Fund for the Environment (CFE) submits this testimony in support of 

Proposed S.J. No. 4, a Resolution Memorializing the United States Congress to Permanently 

Preserve Plum Island as a National Wildlife Refuge.  The proposed resolution would show the 

unified intention of the Connecticut legislature to see the permanent protection of the natural 

resources of national significance on Plum Island, and bolster the efforts of the United States 

Congress to do the same. Additionally, by ratifying this resolution, you would join in a regional 

partnership with the New York legislature, which passed similar resolutions in 2015. 

CFE/Save the Sound coordinates the Preserve Plum Island Coalition, which is comprised 

of 64 diverse organizations from Connecticut, New York, and Rhode Island, who are working 

regionally to protect Plum Island, and thwart the federal government’s forced sale of the entire 

island to the highest bidder.  Over the past year, as Outreach Coordinator for the Coalition, I 

have given presentations, titled, “Preserving Plum Island for Future Generations”, to nearly 

1,000 residents in the tristate area, and universally they have expressed a desire to preserve the 

amazing wildlife, habitats, and cultural resources on Plum Island, as well as the 400 good jobs 

that are threatened upon the expected closure of the Plum Island Animal Disease Center. 



Currently, approximately 200 Connecticut employees leave by ferry every day from Old 

Saybrook to work at the research center on the island. 

CFE/Save the Sound would like Plum Island fully conserved as a wildlife refuge, but 

understand that adaptive reuse of the developed portion (20% of the 840-acre coastal island) for 

some type of research facility may be needed.  In that instance, we would strongly urge that the 

undeveloped wildlands (80% of the island), be transferred to the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

and become a part of the National Wildlife Refuge system. 

Plum Island’s ecological importance cannot be overstated.  Because the island is home to 

a federal animal disease research facility that restricts human presence, the island’s diverse array 

of habitats has become a de facto wildlife refuge. Shore-nesting birds like the federally 

endangered Roseate Tern and the federally threatened Piping Plover use its shores as do 57 bird 

species listed as of Greatest Conservation Need in New York, such as the Osprey and Common 

Eider. The waters around the island are probable habitat for five species of sea turtle that are 

listed as threatened and endangered. Threatened plants and insects also populate the island, and 

its shoreline rocks are one of the most important seal haul-out areas in southern New England. 

It would be nearly impossible for conservation interests to compete against well-financed 

private developers if the federal government moves forward with auctioning off Plum Island.  

Several developers have shown interest, and this would seriously endanger Plum's wildlife 

habitats. 

The sale is premised on the 2009 appropriations bill that ties the auction to the funding of 

the new National Bio & Agro-Defense facility in Kansas.  But that facility is already under 

construction with different funding and selling Plum Island will not put a dent in its $1.1 billion 

price tag. 

In conclusion, CFE/Save the Sound strongly supports the proposed resolution S.J. No. 4 

as it underscores the many ecological reasons and benefits to protect Plum Island’s resources, 

highlights the flawed decision-making process of the federal government to sell the entirety of 

this island, and further unifies the region in its joint determination to protect Plum Island for 

future generations. 
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