
 

1 of 2 
 

 Connecticut Depa  
 
 

 
 
 

STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE (DoAg) 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION (DEEP) 
 

 

Public Hearing – March 4, 2016 
Environment Committee 
 
Testimony Submitted by DEEP Commissioner Robert J. Klee and DoAg Commissioner Steven Reviczsky  
 
 
Senate Bill No. 231 Raised – AAC POLLINATOR HEALTH  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony regarding Senate Bill No. 231 – AAC Pollinator 
Health.  The Departments of Agriculture and Energy and Environmental Protection welcome the 
opportunity to offer the following testimony. 
 
We recognize the immense importance of pollinators to food production and to the health of our planet.  
Both DEEP and DoAg applaud the Environment Committee for raising this bill and we look forward to a 
continuing and productive conversation about how to improve the environmental factors that support 
pollinator health and continued productive agricultural activity in Connecticut.    
 
The issue of bee colony collapse disorder has been intensely studied since the problem was identified in 
2006 and although there is no definitive cause of the disorder, some studies suggest that neonicotinoid 
pesticides are a contributing factor.  Fortunately, Connecticut’s Agricultural Experiment Station (CAES) 
possesses scientific expertise in this area.  We encourage the Environment Committee to review the 
work the CAES has already completed as it considers this bill. 
 
Senate Bill 231 is expansive in its reach and provisions of the bill require close scrutiny.   
 
For example, section 2 of the proposed bill will ban the application of neonicotinoid to linden and 
basswood trees, however, the labels of these products already prohibits application of the insecticide to 
linden and basswood trees and are currently enforceable by DEEP under the Chapter 441, Pesticide 
Control of the Connecticut General Statutes. 
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Presently, DEEP registers more than twelve thousand (12,000) pesticides for sale and distribution in the 
state by their EPA registration number and corresponding trade name(s).  On that basis, it is not possible 
to identify which registered pesticides contain neonicotinoids, however, pesticides posing the least risk 
to applicators and the environment are classified as general use and can be purchased by all consumers, 
while some neonicotinoid pesticides registered in the state are already classified as restricted use and 
can be purchased only by licensed applicators.  The reclassification of all neonicotinoids as restricted use 
would require label by label review of each state registered pesticide label to determine whether their 
active ingredients contain neonicotinoids. 
 
With respect to section 4 of the proposal, it bears noting that in addition to landscape uses, 
neonicotinoid pesticides are registered for and very effective in the control of structural pests such as 
termites and bed bugs.  Indoor and structural applications of neonicotinoids for control of these pests 
during the blooming season would not negatively affect pollinators as the pesticides are not applied to 
plants in the landscape. 
 
Sections 4, 5, 6 and 7 of this proposed bill place additional demands on DEEP’s limited resources in a 
time when staffing levels are already trying to balance existing legislative mandates (e.g., school ban, 
product registrations, applicator certifications, aquatic permitting, inspections and enforcement).  The 
mandate to adopt regulations regarding the labeling and advertising of plants treated with 
neonicotinoids, and enforce such provisions will be problematic given limited staff and will divert staff 
from other priorities.  When such work is coupled with examination of the seven areas outlined in 
section 5, and the report required by section 7, DoAg’s and DEEP’s resources will be inadequate to 
accomplish these new responsibilities.  Additionally, greater clarity is needed in section 7 to better 
understand the intended analysis for the report.  
 
Section 9 of the bill calls for amending the state plan of conservation and development which, as a 
practical matter, may be problematic.  DEEP’s website contains the following link about pollinators that 
could be as a resource for improving pollinator habitat.  
 
http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2723&Q=567260&deepNav_GID=1655 
 
In summary, DoAg and DEEP have serious concerns with Senate Bill 231 - AAC Pollinator Health, yet we 
look forward to working with the Committee, the Departments of Agriculture and Consumer Protection 
and the Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station to consider resource effective approaches to deal 
with this issue.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony on this proposal.  If you should require any 
additional information, please contact George Krivda, DoAg’s Chief of Staff, at 860.713.2573 or 
George.Krivda@ct.gov; Robert LaFrance, DEEP’s Director of Governmental Affairs, at 860.424.3401 or 
Robert.LaFrance@ct.gov; or, Elizabeth McAuliffe, DEEP Legislative Liaison, at 860.424.3458 or 
Elizabeth.McAuliffe@ct.gov.  
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