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Action today so future generations can continue to enjoy ocean activities

To: State of Connecticut [

From: Dave MclLaughlin, Executive Director %
Date: March 3, 2016

Subject: #226 AN ACT CONCERNING SINGLE-USE CARRYOUT BAGS.

Clean Ocean Access (COA) supports the benefits of eliminating single-use plastic bags. COA performed
their final Aquidneck Island coastal cleanup of the year on December 15" 2015 and official totals show
that the amount of plastic bags found on the shoreline continues to increase, while the amount of
cigarette filters has decreased and is likely related to the newly established island-wide ordinance
prohibiting smoking at area beaches.

YEAR (ltem Count [Pounds |Volunteers |[BAGS (PLASTIC) [BAGS (PLASTIC) % |CIGARETTE FILTERS |CIGARETTE FILTERS %
2013 30,945| 11,734 1,063 1,596 5.16% 10,516 33.98%
2014 46,406| 11,272 1,306 2,835 6.11% 13,354 28.78%
2015 48,168| 13,379 1,389 3,279 6.81% 7,715 16.02%

Locally on Aquidneck Island we have witnessed first-hand the negative impact of single-use plastic bags.
They are often caught in storm drains leading to flooding, constantly are seen in trees and brushes which
may reduce ecosystem connectivity, re-use of bags for dog waste has become a significant problem due
to irresponsible behavior of leaving the bags at the park or beach (becoming a point source of bacteria).
On the evening of January 28™ a citizen science seaweed project travelled the length of Eastons’ Beach,
Newport Rl and during that time 18 plastic bags and 3 plastic bottles were found on the high tide seaweed
line.

We are optimistic that the environmental stewardship demonstrated by Connecticut can lead the rest of
the America to eliminate single-use plastic bags. COA believes that the elimination of single-use plastic is
seen as a good first step to tickle moral persuasion so that people start making better choices with all
single-use plastics. Society has found many purposes of single-used plastic bags in the past 20 years and
in the past 10 years society has equally found many alternatives as opposed to single-use plastic bags.
Reusable bags have many alternative purposes, people are proud to re-purpose their reusable bags!

Education and outreach have occurred for numerous years however the results show that the problem of
plastic bags littering our coastline has not improved. We need to make the right choice for the
environment, the proposed amendments strengthens the purpose of the ordinance, and we are hopeful
it can lead the state forward.

COA is an Aquidneck Island environmental group with a grassroots approach to its mission of taking action
today so future generations can continue to enjoy ocean activities. Entering our tenth year of service,
primary programs focus on eliminating marine debris from the shoreline (CLEAN), improving water quality
(OCEAN) and working to protect, preserve and maintain shoreline access (ACCESS). All programs include
a broader outreach of youth development, education, and social community events.
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