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To:	  	   Environment	  Committee	  

From:	   William	  Tingley,	  Chairman	  Housatonic	  River	  Commission	  

Date:	   February	  17,	  2016	  

Re:	  	   S.B.	  81,	  	  An	  Act	  Concerning	  the	  Designation	  of	  Certain	  Areas	  of	  the	  Housatonic	  
	   River	  as	  a	  Wild	  and	  Scenic	  River	  
	  
The	  Housatonic	  River	  Commission	  (HRC)	  is	  the	  regional	  coordinating	  body	  with	  the	  
responsibility	  to	  pursue	  efforts	  that	  protect	  the	  water	  quality	  and	  scenic	  beauty	  of	  our	  
section	  of	  the	  Housatonic	  River.	  For	  many	  years,	  we	  have	  studied	  and	  considered	  
whether	  pursuing	  “Wild	  and	  Scenic”	  designation	  of	  the	  river	  would	  aid	  us	  in	  this	  effort.	  	  
After	  much	  consideration	  the	  Commission	  now	  believes	  that	  it	  very	  much	  would.	  We	  
urge	  your	  support	  for	  S.B.	  81	  to	  help	  us	  continue	  to	  protect	  the	  Housatonic	  River’s	  
outstanding	  natural	  resource	  values.	  	  
	  
Attached	  to	  this	  testimony	  are	  the	  resolutions	  of	  support	  for	  Wild	  &	  Scenic	  designation	  
from	  the	  seven	  towns	  that	  this	  section	  of	  the	  river	  runs	  through:	  North	  Canaan,	  Canaan,	  
Salisbury,	  Sharon,	  Cornwall,	  Kent,	  and	  New	  Milford.	  	  Over	  the	  last	  two	  years,	  the	  River	  
Commission	  has	  held	  several	  public	  forums	  and	  conducted	  countless	  hours	  of	  outreach	  
to	  educate	  our	  town’s	  residents	  about	  Wild	  &	  Scenic	  designation	  through	  the	  2(a)(ii)	  
process.	  This	  outreach	  resulted	  in	  the	  letters	  of	  support	  you	  see	  attached	  here.	  
	  
We	  believe	  Wild	  and	  Scenic	  Designation	  for	  the	  Housatonic	  River	  is	  important	  because	  it	  
will:	  	  

• Enable	  HRC	  to	  more	  effectively	  protect	  the	  River	  and	  implement	  the	  Housatonic	  
River	  Management	  Plan,	  

• Gain	  wider	  recognition	  of	  the	  unique	  nature	  of	  the	  Housatonic	  River,	  and	  
• Help	  to	  ensure	  that	  federally	  funded	  or	  permitted	  projects	  are	  carried	  out	  in	  a	  

way	  that	  will	  not	  adversely	  affect	  the	  outstanding	  resource	  values	  that	  make	  the	  
Housatonic	  River	  worthy	  of	  Wild	  &	  Scenic	  status.	  

	  
With	  the	  recent	  increase	  in	  the	  frequency	  of	  extreme	  storm	  events,	  more	  projects	  along	  
the	  river	  to	  channel	  water	  or	  stabilize	  banks	  may	  be	  proposed.	  These	  types	  of	  projects	  
could	  have	  an	  adverse	  impact	  on	  the	  wild	  &	  scenic	  qualities	  of	  the	  river.	  	  If	  the	  river	  is	  
designated	  “	  Wild	  &	  Scenic”,	  projects	  such	  as	  these	  which	  require	  a	  permit	  from	  the	  
Army	  Corps	  of	  Engineers	  will	  be	  reviewed	  to	  make	  sure	  that	  they	  are	  done	  in	  a	  way	  that	  
does	  not	  detract	  from	  the	  wild	  and	  scenic	  nature	  of	  the	  river.	  We	  hope	  you	  will	  support	  
this	  critical	  piece	  of	  legislation.	  
	  
















