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Senate raised Bill 79 concerns Phyllostachys sp., commonly known as Tall Hedge Bamboo.  

Phyllostachys is described in previous legislation as running bamboo, which is somewhat 

confusing since there are many other genera, and species, of running bamboo, some of which 

only grow 10 inches tall.   

 

Phyllostachys has been deemed not invasive by the CT Invasive Plant Council, since there is no 

documented instance of it producing seeds in CT. The Invasive Plant Council has also found no 

evidence of stands of bamboo distributed by running water (flooded streams).  

 

There have been no documented cases of bamboo being found in wooded areas, except in cases 

where they were obviously planted by human beings. 

 

Therefore, it is logical to assume that Phyllostachys can be found only in an area having been 

planted by man. The problem brought forth by certain homeowners is that Phyllostachys planted 

near property lines can cross over into neighbors’ property. Legislation passed 2 sessions ago, 

addressed this problem by requiring a bamboo barrier be placed within 40 feet of a property line 

so that bamboo cannot be spread to adjacent property. Well designed barriers have proved to be 

extremely effective in containing tall hedge bamboo. Raised Bill 79, would do just the opposite, 

taking away the effective means to keep the bamboo on the right side of the wall so to speak.   

 

If you are interested in solving the problem of Phyllostachys spreading from one property to 

another, please do not pass Bill 79 as it would do just the opposite of what concerned 

homeowners want. 

 


