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Environment Committee Public Testimony 

Testimony in SUPPORT of House Bill 5583 

 

Good morning Co-Chairs Senator Kennedy, Representative Albis, Vice Chairs Senator Moore, 

Representative Arconti, Ranking Members Senator Chapin, Representative Shaban and 

esteemed members of the Committee. 

 

My name is Linda Dewhurst and I am writing in SUPPORT of Bill 5583 AN ACT CONCERNING AN 

AGREEMENT REGARDING ANNUAL WATER LEVEL DRAW DOWNS AT BASHAN LAKE IN THE 

TOWN OF EAST HADDAM. 

 

The drawdowns are critical to prevent damage to walls that prevent erosion into the lake and 

for weed control which is necessary to ensure access to recreation areas, for the safety of all 

swimmers, to prevent hazardous boating and to protect property values. 

 

I am in agreement of this proposed bill that would require the Department of Energy and 

Environmental Protection (DEEP) to enter into an agreement with the town of East Haddam and 

the Bashan Lake Association and enable water drawdowns at Bashan Lake.   

 

This bill accomplishes that and I am grateful for the support of the Environmental Committee 

who agreed to raise the bill. 

 

I’d like to thank Senator Kennedy and Representative Albis for visiting our beautiful lake this 

past summer and ask for their support in voting the bill out of committee. 

 

Sincerely, 

Linda Dewhurst 

77 Lakeside Drive 

East Haddam, CT  06423 


