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TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION OF HOUSE BILL 5316
AN ACT CONCERNING SPORT FISHING LICENSES FOR ANGLERS WHO ARE SIXTY-FIVE
YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER

Good Morning Co-Chairs Senator Kennedy, Representative Albis; Vice Chairs Senator Moore,
Representative Arconti; Ranking Members Senator Chapin, Representative Shaban; and esteemed
members of the Committee. My name is Sam Belsito and I am proud to represent the 53" District, which
encompasses the towns of Ashford, Tolland, and Willington, I am testifying in opposition of bill HB
5316.

I want to thank you for the opportunity to testify against this bill today. As we all know, our state is
facing some difficult fiscal decisions. Revenue has been falling and new cash streams must be found.

For this reason I can understand the committee’s decision to raise this bill. Nevertheless, I cannot in good
conscience support legislation which seeks to increase income at the expense of our state’s seniors.

Currently anyone over the age of 65 is entitled to receive a free fishing license for life and without a doubt
I believe this should continue. Yes, one can make the argument a $5 dollar yearly fee is inexpensive but
once again the legislature is looking at the people as a way to rectify its failings. And how long before $5
become $10 and then $15 and then $20? Yes, revenue is important but we need to find this not by taxing
people who have spent their lives working for our fine state. This yearly fee appears to be just a “band
aid” solution and will not affect the fundamental issues affecting Connecticut. I urge the Environment
Committee to not vote on this bill and continue to give the state’s seniors this little break in their golden
years.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.
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