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I am writing in support of this bill because I am opposed to the commercial taking of 
snapping turtles. Asian countries, chief among them China, prize turtles for food, and 
the result has been the near-extinction of turtles in Asian countries and the creation of a 
huge market for turtles exported from the U.S., especially snapping turtles. I was 
shocked to discover that since 2011, the Year of the Turtle, 12 to 20 million turtles per 
year have been shipped to Asia.  Because snapping turtles mature slowly and lose many 
of their eggs to various predators, it is extremely difficult for them to reproduce and 
maintain a viable population if their numbers are being drastically reduced by trappers.  
 
Under State Stutute Sec. 26–78, Connecticut protects other wild animals from 
commercial capture and sale. Currently only snapping turtles are excluded from this 
protection. Our neighboring states have enacted protections for them; in fact, in 2006 
New York named the snapping turtle its state reptile after elementary-school children 
voted in favor of the designation. The lack of state protection has made Connecticut an 
attractive target for large-scale commercial trappers. 
 
Snapping turtles play an important part in maintaining the ecosystem. They consume 
insects and snakes, invasive plants, and occasionally the young of some water fowl. 
They do not bite humans unless they are directly attacked. While they do have some 
animal predators, the chief threat comes to them from human beings.  
 
It is vitally important to Connecticut’s enlightened wildlife management and its ecology 
that snapping turtles be included among the animals protected from commercial 
exploitation. The DEEP’s amended regulations on snapping turtles adopted in 2014 do 
not address this exploitation and do not lend themselves to effective enforcement. Nor 
does the amendment proposed in January of this year.  
 
I urge you in the strongest terms to support Raised Bill 5315. 
 
 


