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Testimon of New Haven’s 1-I Ward Alder Santiago Berrios-Bones (Environment Committee March 1 1. 2016)
Support for Bill No. 5189: AN ACT INCREASING THE FiNES FOR LITTERING AND ILLEGAL DUMPiNG

Dear Sen. Kennedy and Rep. Albis and Members of the General Assembly’s Environment Committee:

My name is Santiago Berrios-Bones and I am the Alder representing the l4 Ward in the Fair Haven section 01 Nev
Haven. Iwould like to submit this testimony in strong support of Bill No. 5189: An Act Increasing the Fines for Littering
and Illegal Dumping. It’s imperative that the state shows it means business on this terrible problem b increasing the
maximum penalt toi illegal httei ing ot dumpmg to one thousand dollat s (Si 000) ard also gi ing the police the ability to
confiscate trucks or other vehicles used in such dumping.

Illegal dumping is a horrible problem all over Fair Haven. Fair Haven residents are proud of their neighborhood and are
working hard to revitalize it. We’re excited b the Main Street lnitiati e ‘a hich hopes to bring new life and ihranc to the
Grand Asenue corridor Theie s been a surge of ct ic a.ti\ ism ‘a ith rnan folks engaged in neighhoi hood clean ups and
restoration. However, it’s truly a traged that this spirited and tireless effort b our good citizens is under attack in Fair
Haven by illetal dumpers ‘a ho cate about nothing hut J scharging then and ‘1 debi s I l1i p u0lni i IILil I
sapping the positi e energ\ from Fair Haven. It must be taken ver seriousR because it demoralizes and breaks do’a ii the
soul of a community. The state must increase the fine and take all necessary and appropriate measures to ensure that law
enforcement has the tools it needs to get this scourge under control. In fact this is such a serious threat to the fabric of our
community that I would respectfully suggest that the legislature please consider adding a provision to offer perhaps a
5250 reward to anyone who provides information that aids in catching an illegal dumper.

Examples of the corrosive and terrible effect of illegal dumping are to be seen in every part of Fair Haven. At the corner
of Grand Avenue and East Pearl Street. the Cit’ of Ne’a Haven iinested a substantial sum to develop a ne’a community
parking lot. Today that parking lot has been overrun with all manner of trash, including construction debris, cinder blocks,
sofas and appliances. Not only is that lot now unusable as a parking lot, it is a disgusting, blighted influence which
weighs on the entire neighborhood Similarly at the end of Exchange Street. next to a soccer field at the .iohn Martinet
School. the parcel has been turned into a general dumping ground br mattresses, televisions and all t\pes ol garba’e I his
mountain ofjunk mars an area that is used fir recreation and is seen daily by students at Martinez School,

Not only are these piles of debris unsightly and a hi iuhting intltience the\ threaten public aLor as the attract neoi and
ermin. and are place that pose a health and safèt hazard to our children ‘a ho valk by or pla on them II leeal littering

and dumping is a very serious and disturbing problem in lair I lascn ‘Son could almost sO IL s an epidemic iha spreads
each time someone dumps and gets away with it. It is time for us to step lip our commitment to catch and punish those
who dump their trash and debris in our backs ard. It’s an intolerable and unacceptable situation vhich leads to lm ing
conditions that no citizens in our state should have to suffer tinder As the elected representative for the people of New
l-Iaven’s 14 Ward in Fair Haven, I urge the committee to approve Bill No. 5189 and send a strong message to illegal
dumpers that when you trash out’ neighborhoods you are committing a serious crime and ou will pay.

Best reuards.

SANTIAGO BERRiOS.BONES
Alder, Ward 14


