
February 16, 2016 

In Support of H.B. No. 5150, AN ACT CONCERNING TREE WARDENS’ NOTICES ON 
TREES AND SHRUBS PRIOR TO REMOVAL, TREE REMOVAL ALONG STATE 
HIGHWAYS AND CLEAN-UP BY PUBLIC UTILITY CORPORATIONS FOLLOWING 
CERTAIN TREE REMOVAL 
 
Dear Senator Kennedy and Representative Albis , 

The provision in bill 5150 which would require that tree wardens post any trees, shrubs or 
groups of shrubs for which the tree warden has received a request for a permit from an outside 
group to prune or remove these trees or shrubs, would establish a standard for tree warden 
transparency in the consideration of requests for such permits.  In doing so, this provision would 
provide the members of the public with an important opportunity to provide input on public 
trees.    

Moreover, the provision puts the same obligation for posting tree removals which a tree warden 
must follow if they choose to remove a public tree for situations in which a third party, including 
utilities and other private companies seek to remove a tree. These situations are likely to be 
circumstances in which the third party is seeking a benefit that may not coincide with the 
greater public benefit, and so should automatically require additional review beyond that given 
by the tree warden to other tree management activities. 

I hope you will share my support of bill 5150 with members of the Environmental Committee. 

Sincerely, 

 

Colleen Murphy-Dunning 

 


