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March 1, 2015 

 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE TESTIMONY  

Re: Senate Bill 317, An Act Concerning Dyslexia 

 

Dear Members of the Education Committee: 

 

I am writing to express my support of S.B. 317, An Act Concerning Dyslexia, but request an 

amendment that candidates seeking a remedial reading endorsement complete a graduate level 

program aligned with evidence-based practices for students with dyslexia.  This is my written 

testimony as I am unable to testify at the hearing on March 2nd.   

As an independent reading specialist who provides consultative and remediation services to 

students with dyslexia, as well as a Board member of the Dyslexia Society of Connecticut, I 

appreciate the intent of this critically important proposed legislation.  While requiring institutions 

of higher education to provide mandatory instruction regarding dyslexia is a critical step in the 

right direction, offering a single course – encompassing both the detection and remediation of 

dyslexia – is woefully inadequate to meet the very complex and far-reaching needs of such 

students.  In Connecticut, we are fortunate to have numerous nationally renowned, accomplished 

researchers and literacy experts who tirelessly present clear and comprehensive details regarding 

the steps necessary to detect and “rewire” the dyslexic brain, based on irrefutable evidence 

(much of which was compiled in our state) – yet this information continues to be routinely 

ignored by our institutes of higher education.   

 

We know today that students with dyslexia require very targeted instruction, utilizing a research-

based methodology, and delivered with fidelity by an extensively trained and experienced 

teacher – training that typically includes many hours of targeted instruction on a wide array of 

subjects, coupled with a supervised practicum.  I urge you to revise this bill to include this far 

more comprehensive and targeted instruction to require institutes of higher education to provide 

the requisite instruction to enable children with this diagnosis get the remediation they 

desperately require.  

 

Thank you for your continued commitment to meeting the diverse literacy needs of our children. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Sheryl Knapp, M.Ed., A/AOGPE 

Founder/President, Literacy Learning & Assessment Center of CT, LLC 

 


