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COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION
February 24, 2016

The Connecticut Conference of Municipalities (CCM) is Connecticut’s statewide association of
towns and cities and the voice of local government - your partners in governing Connecticut.
Our members represent over 96% of Connecticut’s population. We appreciate the opportunity to
testify on bills of interest to towns and cities.

SB 177, “An Act Establishing a Task Force to Study Declining Student Enrollment”

The bill would establish a statewide task force to examine the issue of declining student
enrollment. Education is the largest item in municipal budgets. CCM supports the bill as a way
to identify and make recommendations to address a concern that is putting a strain on municipal
budgets.

In some towns, the education budget equates to as much as 80% of the municipality’s total
budget. Declining student enrollment is an issue across Connecticut that directly impacts
municipal budgets and the quality of our public education system.

The state's public schools have lost a higher percentage of students than nearly every state in the
country.’ In 2015 the Connecticut General Assembly passed Public Act 15-99 and provided
towns and cities with much needed flexibility in the local education budgeting process to
address declining student populations. However, municipal populations and the educational
landscape are dynamic and will continue to change. Municipal officials have direct experience
in addressing local issues pertaining to education and we believe they would be an invaluable
addition to the task force. Therefore, we ask the Committee to amend SB 177 to add a Local
Chief elected Official to the task force before voting on the bill.
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If you have any questions, please contact Daniel C. Giungi, Senior Legislative Associate for
CCM, at dgiungi@ccm-ct.org or (203) 498-3023.



mailto:dgiungi@ccm-ct.org

