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An Act Requiring the Evaluation of the Costs and Benefits of Establishing Certain
Commercial Gaming within the State of Connecticut

Good afternoon. [ am writing to express my staunch opposition to HB 5577, a bill that is
delaying the MMCT Ventures time-sensitive mission to save Connecticut jobs and revenue.

Last year, the Public Safety Committee discussed the threat facing Connecticut’s gaming
industry ad nauseam and proposed a bill creating a clear process for the construction of a third
casino in-state. MGM paid no regard to the bill at first and made no efforts to lobby against it,
but now that it has passed they’re doing everything they can to prevent Connecticut from
sustaining our gaming industry and engaging in healthy economic competition.

Every time MMCT Ventures’ casino projects delayed, the threat posed by MGM grows larger
and more immediate. If we prevent the Mashantucket Pequot’s and Mohegan’s from taking
necessary action, a billion-dollar corporate casino will drain Connecticut of over 9,000 jobs and
over $700 million in much-needed revenue. There is no time to waste here, and there’s no need
for another study. Any political fighting over this issue represents a major failure to support two
of our oldest and most loyal partners, the Mashantucket Pequot and Mohegan tribes.

MMCT Venture can and will save Connecticut’s economy, and it’s our duty to help them before
it’s too late.

Thank you,
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Sen. Larson




