Testimony to the Appropriations Committee
February 11, 2016

Regarding HB 5044 AA Making Adjustments to State Expenditures for the Fiscal
Year Ending June 30, 2017

I know you have a lot of big decisions to make and I know you probably don't hear a lot of thank
you’ s during the day, but I wanted to publicly thank the Legislature, the Governor and DCF for
the Supportive Housing for Families program that is run by the Connection, Inc. and tell you
what it's meant to me.

[ am a 26 year old, single mother of two (Stephen-4 and Stony-3). DCF became involved with
my family due to me and the children’s father being arrested on drug-related charges. My
children were removed from my care and were staying with a family member. DCF referred me
to Supportive Housing for Families in November, 2013. I was housed in March, 2014, reunited
with my children and then DCF closed my case.

Since being in the program, I have maintained a stable home for my children, obtained my CNA
license, a CPR certificate and an EMT license. Currently I am seeking employment and recently

received a RAP certificate. I am taking care of my children and staying focused on being a
productive citizen.

I hope you will remember my story when it comes time to make the difficult choices you will
have to make.
Thank you again.

Eriyana



