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I am Jane McNichol, Public Policy Advocate for the Legal Assistance Resource Center of 

Connecticut, the policy advocacy branch of the legal services network in the state. We represent 

the interests of very-low income residents of the state.  

 

We are in general concerned about the Governor’s approach to this budget – consolidating line 

items and giving authority to the state agencies to make allocation decisions.  

 

I want to highlight particular concerns about this approach in relation to the Jobs First 

Employment Services program. This is the program that is designed to provide support to 

parents in families receiving cash assistance through the Temporary Family Assistance program, 

Connecticut’s version of TANF/Family Welfare.  

 

This should be an important program to provide support and direction to parents seeking 

employment while their families receive support, for a short period of time, from the cash 

assistance program. 

 

It is important to the state not only as an employment program but also because it helps the state 

meet the work requirements in the federal welfare program.  

 

Jobs First Employment Services has always been underfunded and has struggled to fulfill its 

mission for parents seeking to get jobs to support their families. In recent years, it has been 

subject to cuts both in the regular budget process and in the rescission process. 

 

Under the Governor’s proposal, this important program will be consolidated into the Department 

of Labor’s Operations Fund. It will be hard for legislators and the public to know what is 

happening with both funding and with the operation of the program. 

 

This is a major component of our state’s welfare program. It is not just a funded program; 

it is a major policy initiative. It should not be removed from legislative and public scrutiny.  

 

We ask that you reject this treatment of the Jobs First Employment Program and work to ensure 

that parents seeking employment have the resources they need to get jobs to support their 

families. 

 

Thank you for your work on this important issue.  
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