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Good evening, Senator Bye, Representative Walker and members of the Appropriations 
Committee.  My name is Lucy Nolan and I am the executive director of End Hunger 
Connecticut!, a statewide anti-hunger and food security organization.  In that position I sit on 
the Farmland Preservation Board, the Milk Regulation Board, the Milk Promotion Board and the 
Connecticut Food Policy Council as a representative of the low-income food insecure and 
consumers in the state.   
 
The Connecticut Department of Agriculture is the point agency for many initiatives that support 
Connecticut residents access to healthy and nutritious foods; foods which also support our 
farmers, builds the agricultural and state’s economy and retains Connecticut’s great quality of 
life.  Additionally, the department protects our food supply and our poultry and animals by 
protecting against diseases, or as seen recently from abuse.   
 
Among the programs administered by the department are those allowing for access to fresh 
and locally grown food through the state’s farmers markets.   Not only do the markets assist 
our farmers with a place to sell directly to consumers, they play a positive role in our state 
economy.  The proposed budget potentially may put that in jeopardy.  
 
The 5.75% across the board cut will hit the department hard.  As a small department, these cuts 
will be deep, potentially with loss of staff for the programs that need staff for success, such as 
Connecticut’s hugely successful Farmland Preservation program, which has gotten up to speed 
because of appropriate staffing. In so many ways our quality of life depends on a vibrant 
Department of Agriculture from disease eradication, protecting animals, helping new younger 
farmers work with older farmers which will help bring and keeps a younger population to the 
state all while building a solid Connecticut Grown brand for local food, be it fruits, vegetables, 
meat, dairy, and nursery items.   
 
We are concerned about potential cuts to locally grown foods through coupons for seniors and 
pregnant and new mothers and their children at Farmer’s Markets as they increase food 
security and health of this vulnerable population.  These coupons are sought after and much 
appreciated.  Last summer 95% of all coupons were redeemed, an increase of $3,184 from 
2014.  It’s clear that as more markets accept the coupons they are used.  Unfortunately due to 
current fiscal constraints new markets are not being added to accept these coupons.   
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Both programs have seen loss of funding from the USDA in the last five years.  We need to be 
careful of cuts in state funding as it acts as a match to funding from USDA for administrative 
purposes.  Between FY 2009 and FY 2015 Connecticut saw a decrease of 9% in federal funding 
for both programs.  If we continue to cut the funding to these programs we not only harm the 
health of those who purchase these foods but we ultimately harm the health of our agricultural 
sector.   
 
More and more farmers markets are accepting the coupons including 13 in Fairfield County, 
and 6 in Litchfield County.  Last year, in Tolland and Windham counties every farmers market 
accepted the farmers market coupons.  I know that there are many markets accept them in 
Hartford, Middlesex and New Haven counties but current information was unavailable.   
 
End Hunger Connecticut! does not think the consolidation of all funds in any department is a 
good idea.  Like many of you here, we are supporters of transparency and feel that the 
consolidation makes department appropriations opaque at best. There can be no planning with 
this kind of process and that harms the health of Connecticut.  It is our hope that we can have 
an open and fiscally responsible budgeting process, which funds programs adequately. 
 
All of these programs combined create avenues for our citizens to access locally grown 
healthful foods that not only help with our state’s overall health but with the economic 
livelihood of our agricultural sector as well. 
 
Thank you. 

 

  

 
 


