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The MetroHartford Alliance serves as the region’s economic development leader and the City of Hartford’s 
Chamber of Commerce.  Our investors include businesses of all sizes, health care providers, arts and higher 
education institutions as well as the municipalities of North Central Connecticut. Our mission is to ensure that 
the region competes aggressively and successfully for jobs, capital, and talent so that it thrives as one of the 
country’s premier places for all people to live, play, work, and raise a family.  Connecticut’s need for a highly 
educated workforce is at the root of our concerns about cuts to The Governor’s Scholarship Program. 
 
While our state has replaced the number of private sector jobs lost following the 2008 recession, the jobs 
recovered are lowing paying.   In order for Connecticut to regain its financial footing, higher paying jobs need 
to be added.  Jobs requiring a post-secondary education such as in the fields of engineering and computer 
science remain open and unfilled in Connecticut.  Supporting Connecticut residents through need-based 
financial aid to public or private institutions of higher education is one of the best investments we can make 
both to fill these open positions, as well to strengthen the state’s long term economic future. 
  
The Alliance recognizes the budgetary challenges our state faces and we continue our advocacy for structural 
changes to establish a sustainable fiscal framework that supports private sector employment and investment.  
It is private sector growth that generates the revenues needed to fund the education, healthcare, 
infrastructure, and social service needs of Connecticut's residents.  Failing to make these much-needed 
changes and impedes the state’s ability to make forward-looking investments such as the Governor’s 
Scholarship Program.  Cuts to the Program will adversely impact students at all of the Greater Hartford region’s 
higher education institutions.  That is why it is critical that the state get its fiscal house in order so that we can 
afford these important investments. 
 
Connecticut’s ability to retain jobs, create new employment opportunities and strengthen our economy is 
inextricably linked to a skilled, educated workforce.  A balanced, sustainable budget will allow the  
State to continue investing in residents who are strengthening their skills through increased education.  We 
hope you and your colleagues will support key structural reforms to our state’s budget so that Connecticut’s 
current and future workforce can benefit from a well-funded Governor’s Scholarship Program. 
  
 


