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Co-chairs Mrs. Flexer and Mr. Serra and the members of the committee, my name
is Lauren Laquerre and I am a graduate student at UConn School of Social Work. I
am writing in support of H. B. 5290- an act increasing financial assistance for
grandparents and other nonparent relatives who are raising children.

I have known many nonparents that have opened their hearts and homes to
children in need and I know that if it were someone in my family I would or my
family would do anything to care of a child. While it is difficult to pinpoint the
exact number of the children in foster care in Connecticut, in a report by the State
of Connecticut Department of Children and Families (2013) the approximate
number was 4,000. Of that, on average 25%, so about 1,000, are in kinship care.
The problem lies in the way in which families are able and eligible to receive
TFA, which needs to be elaborated on to be all-inclusive. Whether it is an aunt,
uncle, cousin or grandparent there is undoubtedly an impact on them as they take
on a new responsibility and financial assistance should be available to alleviated
some stress.

In my family, we were luckily enough to foster a young women who up until then
bounced around foster care and group homes, all of whom could not meet her
unique circumstances. As foster care and abandonment had plagued her with
inconsistency in life, she was experiencing mental health barriers. Additionally,
my foster sister was deaf. Luckily, my mother, a sign-language interpreter and my
father, a practicing psychologist, were able to meet her needs and create a home
for her. I know firsthand the development of a relationship with a new member of
the family. I can only imagine if this person had already been part of my family. I
know the stress my parents had to have felt taking in an additional person. Its not
just the obvious increase in finances used to feed, clothe, and house someone. But
it’s the extra time off work to attend to someone, or the extra costs sending
someone to school. All of that adds up. I can imagine relatives doing anything they
can to keep a child within the family rather than risking the unstable and
unpredictable foster care system. That being said, I think it is only right that we
attempt to ease the burden and support a relative doing their best to keep a child
within the family.

This legislation would benefit both children and families. Children would not have
be in limbo about who is going to take care of them and would not feel like a



burden. It is quite obvious how in tune children are especially when changes are
happening in their environment, that they could internalize the additional stress
created in these changes. Families would also benefit with this legislation. They

would be better equipped to care for a child without the additional stressor of
financial resources.

Thank you for you time.



