I understand that Connecticut receives approximately $550,000,000 in federal highway funds, and that to some
extent those funds will be imperiled if we reinstitute tolls in Connecticut. It seems to me that this danger
fundamentally changes the math on the issue of tolls in Connecticut.

Senator Chris Murphy, using data supplied by the White House, takes delight in chastising Congressional
Republicans for their opposition to raising the gas tax to replenish the highway trust fund. He lectures that that
opposition “would transfer more of the cost of repairing and building roads and bridges to the states."

However, would the reinstitution of tolls in Connecticut not risk precisely the same outcome - imperiling those
federal funds? Without those funds, would Connecticut not face an increased burden in dealing with its
deteriorating roads and bridges?

Senator Chris Murphy’s website also quotes Michael A. Needham, chief executive officer of Heritage for America
in saying “[t]o be clear, the funding shortfall — which will result in a slowing of federal payments to the states —
was predictable,” said Michael A. Needham, chief executive officer of Heritage for America." | have no doubt that it
was predictable. The question then, both in Washington and in Connecticut, is why were these problems not
anticipated and addressed prior to now?

Wouldn’t some spending reform be a solution? Or does spending reform remain a taboo for some reason? | live in
western Connecticut. Consider the impact of tolls on small businesses which depend upon revenue from New York
customers.

Please do not allow this issue to deteriorate into a debate about language: whether you call it a tax, a toll or a fee, the
reality is that the proposal takes more money out of the pockets of Connecticut residents. We look to the General
Assembly to address important issues on our behalf, and, when necessary, to use fiscal discipline and financial
stewardship, if not to solve the problems which we face, at least not to exacerbate them. Please find some
alternative to the approach adopted in House Bill 6818.
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