
TESTIMONY SUPPORTING SB 999 

 The first section of SB 999 that addresses patient care decisions at the scene of a medical or 
trauma emergency is essential to orderly patient care.  This is a medical issue and NOT a scene control 
issue.  The Fire Chief is clearly in charge of the scene by statute.  This is not in conflict with that scene 
control.  It merely codifies EMS personnel’s role and responsibility for patient care. 

Responding EMS units and EMS personnel (EMTS and paramedics) are under medical control with 
their sponsor hospital. They are literally operating on the sponsor hospital emergency department 
physician’s license.  The purpose of this first section of 999 is to codify EMS personnel’s responsibility 
for patient care decisions, emergency treatment, and appropriate transport to assure optimal patient 
care.  Response time to the side of the patient to deliver lifesaving patient care is critical to outcome, 
as is rapid transport to the nearest hospital for trauma patients (note trauma regulations adopted in 
1994).    

I urge you to adopt SB 999 intact.  Any delay to accessing the patient or alteration of patient care and 
transport increases the possibly of negative patient care outcome.   EMS personnel must complete 
initial extensive training and testing to become certified/licensed and are required to recertify 
through on-going medical education, and are responding and treating under medical control.  It is 
critical for patient care EMS has immediate access to the patient and assume responsibility for all 
patient care decisions. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Charlee Tufts,                                                                                                                                                            
Greenwich EMS Executive Director/Chief                                                    `     
CTEMS Advisory Board, Legislative Committee Chair 

 


