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March 18, 2015

Committee on Public Health
Connecticut General Assembly
Legislative Office Building
Hartford, CT 06106

Re: S.B. 995: An Act Concerning the Department of Public Health’s Recommendations

Regarding Funding for Municipal Health Departments

Thank you Senator Gerratana, Representative Ritter, and members of the committee for the
opportunity to testify before you today. I am here to provide commentary on this proposed bill.

Today, Bridgeport is on the verge of a major comeback, and we’re doing everything we can to
make our city a place where our kids have cleaner air to breathe and can live a healthy, safe
lifestyle. That’s why we’re investing in creating green jobs and leading the nation in producing
clean energy. It’s also why we’re expanding our city’s open spaces, creating new parks and
revitalizing old ones.

We’re also greatly utilizing our municipal health department. The per capita funds it receives
helps support key public health initiatives like National Public Health Weekend events, farmer
markets in low-income neighborhoods, indoor air quality training at schools, and healthy corner

store initiatives.

However, this bill would make it harder for us to provide these services because it disallows
cities from rolling over per capita funds. This unnecessarily burdens Bridgeport because the state
grant-year coincides with the close of our city’s fiscal year. This means that while we know of



our new funds in June, we often cannot get final carry-over amounts until the end of August. By
the time reporting is complete and the new contract is signed, it is often September or October.
Because of this, we cannot begin to actually spend funds until mid-year the following year.

While Bridgeport has greatly improved its ability to use carryover funds quickly, we may never
be able to spend all of our per capita funds in the year allocated because of the contracting issues.
This only serves to hurt the Bridgeport families that take advantage of the public health services
we provide.

The importance of these funds to the overall health and wellbeing of Bridgeport residents cannot
be overstated. And that is why it is my request that Connecticut please continue to allow
carry-over of per capita funds.

Best Regards,
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Mayor Bill Finch
Bridgeport, Connecticut



