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Senator Gerratana, Representative Ritter, Sen. Markley and Representative Srinivasan, and
distinguished members of the Public Health Committee, thank you for the opportunity to speak

with you today regarding my concerns about Electronic Cigarettes. I join you today seeking
your support for

HB 6283 - An Act Regulating Electronic Cigarettes.

As the use of electronic cigarettes grows, it is likely that many of you have not seen or held an e-
cig. Unfortunately, more and more of our young people have. According to a statement from
the American Lung Association, “For the first time ever, a national study released in December
2014 found e-cigarette use among teens exceeds traditional cigarette smoking. The study also
found that e-cigarette use among 8th and 10th graders was double that of traditional cigarette
smoking. CDC studies have also shown e-cigarette use among high school students increased by
61 percent from 2012 to 2013.” This concerns groups such as the Lung Association, prevention
advocaies, parents and health professionals who view Electronic Cigarettes as a potential
gateway to the more highly addictive conventional cigarettes.

Where is the evidence you ask? Well, that’s justit. The jury is still out. While research on
Electronic Cigarettes and their potential effects is limited, and as we await guidance from the
FDA, it seems prudent that we take steps to protect our young people and adults alike.

A March 2014 Therapeutic Advances in Chronic Disease article published on the U.S. National
Institutes of Health's National Library of Medicine (NIH/NLM)’s website provided the following
recommendations (in italics below)

On the basis of current evidence of benefits and harms relative to fobacco cigarettes and in line
with users’ desire, future regulatory measures should primarily address quality standards and
monitoring of e-cigareties and e-liquids and should require the following:

1 evidence that good manufacturing practice (GMP) has been followed;
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The language in this bill requires electronic cigarettes to be subject to standards for
contaminants and strict quality control of manufacturing

2 child-proof caps on fluid containers;

3 official documentation reporting on the contents of e-cigarette fluids to regulators;
The proposed bill language: electronic cigarettes will carry labels disclosing the materials
used in the electronic cigarettes and the sources of such materials

4 clear, accurate and detailed labelling about the contents and the hazards associated with
e-cigarette use.
The bill would require electronic cigarettes to carry warning labels on the health

consequences of inhaling its contents, similar to those warnings required with regard to cigarettes

..it is reasonable to consider restrictions about e~-cigarette use in places frequented by very
young children. Likewise, it is prudent to institute controls on marketing of e-cigarettes to
nonsmokers and to apply the same prohibition on sales to children and young people as for
tobacco products. The bill proposes that electronic cigarettes be subject to the same marketing
restrictions as mgarettes

HB 6283 provides the kinds of common sense regulations we need and I ask for your support.
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