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March 4, 2015 

Senator Terry Gerratana 
Representative Matthew Ritter 
Chairs - Public Health Committee 
State House 
Hartford, CT 06106 

Senator Gerratana and Representative Ritter: 

New England Organ Bank supports proposed bill 6281, an act concerning organ and tissue donation awareness.  
The bill would offer an opportunity for the state of Connecticut to save more lives through organ and tissue 
donation from increased donation education. Importantly, it would do so without using taxpayer dollars from 
the general fund. 

A 2012 poll conducted by the Gallup organization suggests that over 90% of the US population “supports or 
strongly supports the donation of organs for transplants”.  However, currently only about 43% of the driving 
population in Connecticut will say “yes” to registering as a donor when given the opportunity to do so at the 
DMV. There is, we believe, a clear need to promote greater awareness about the life-saving message of 
donation and how easy it is to register through the driver’s license process.  

Specifically, we believe that a bill that would allow those registering or re-registering their automobiles to 
donate two dollars or more to an awareness fund would go a long way to create the educational outreach 
necessary to dramatically increase the number of Connecticut residents registered as donors. Twenty-nine 
other states have such driver-funded awareness programs and they have proven to be a critical resource in 
getting the word out about donation.  

Each year, over 6,600 patients awaiting an organ transplant die while waiting. It is our hope that legislation 
such as House Bill 6281 will help in saving the lives of those in need and ending deaths on the waitlist here in 
Connecticut.  

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

 
Sean Fitzpatrick 
Director, Public Affairs 
 


