
March 11. 2015  

Public Health Committee 

RE: HB6275 Certification of Advanced Dental Hygienists (ADHP) 

This bill is calling for the creation and certification of another level of dental practitioner on the grounds 

that there are not enough practitioners to care for the dental needs of the the medicaid population in 

our state. 

Some facts: 

• This ADHP practitioner has been proposed in the legislature since 2009 and has either not left 

committee or failed to get enough support. 

• Protective dental services is a name that was just developed but has not been defined in 

dentistry. 

• There is no need for ADHP 

• There are 1900 dental providers participating in Husky/ Medicaid, 3/4 are private dentists. 

• Emergency appointments can be had within 24 hours and routine care can be attained within 10 

days. 

• 99% of this cohort of patients can access two or more dentists within 10 miles. 

• The underserved have had significantly improved access to dental care. 

• There is no current regulatory state agency which might have oversight of this ADHP.  

Development of this mechanism would be very costly to the State. 

• Connecticut has no similarities to Minnesota or Alaska geographically or demographically.  The 

dental needs of residents of these states is quite different from those of our state.  The provider 

networks are also not like ours. 

In summary this bill should not be supported, there is no need for ADHP in Connecticut. 

Very truly yours, 

Sheldon Natkin, DDS 

Private practitioner  

Assistant Clinical Professor, Yale School of Medicine 

Home, Woodbridge, CT 


