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Homeopathy	  for	  Connecticut	  supports	  Proposed	  Bill	  5915.	  	  We	  are	  a	  diverse	  group	  

of	  Connecticut	  citizens	  who	  are	  asking	  you	  to	  improve	  access	  to	  homeopathy	  by	  allowing	  

nationally	  certified	  classical	  homeopaths,	  those	  who	  have	  achieved	  the	  highest	  standard	  of	  

homeopathic	  education	  and	  training,	  to	  practice	  homeopathy	  in	  Connecticut.	  

Last	  year	  in	  the	  2014	  session	  this	  Committee	  raised	  and	  unanimously	  passed	  out	  of	  

committee	  HB	  5327:	  An	  Act	  Concerning	  the	  Provision	  of	  Services	  by	  Classical	  Homeopaths.	  	  	  

Unfortunately,	  it	  did	  not	  become	  law.	  	  This	  year	  we	  urge	  you	  to	  adopt	  the	  same	  language,	  

with	  several	  changes	  that	  we	  feel	  will	  strengthen	  the	  bill.	  	  This	  proposed	  language,	  which	  is	  

attached	  to	  this	  testimony,	  allows	  nationally	  certified	  classical	  homeopaths	  to	  practice	  in	  

the	  state,	  assures	  the	  public	  of	  a	  high	  level	  of	  competence	  among	  practitioners,	  and	  provides	  

for	  strong	  consumer	  protections	  with	  clear	  disclosure	  and	  consent	  requirements.	  	  In	  

addition,	  we	  have	  added	  the	  following:	  

1. In	  Section	  1(c),	  to	  address	  a	  concern	  that	  a	  homeopathic	  client	  might	  not	  seek	  

appropriate	  medical	  services,	  a	  statement	  is	  added	  to	  the	  mandatory	  informed	  

consent	  section	  recommending	  that	  a	  person	  have	  a	  primary	  care	  physician	  for	  

appropriate	  evaluations	  and	  check-‐ups.	  	  

2. Section	  1(e)	  is	  added	  to	  allow	  homeopaths	  in	  training	  to	  practice	  under	  supervision,	  

a	  prerequisite	  of	  certification.	  	  In	  order	  to	  become	  nationally	  certified	  by	  the	  Council	  

for	  Homeopathic	  Certification,	  an	  individual	  must	  first	  have	  a	  minimum	  of	  390	  



	  

hours	  of	  clinical	  training	  that	  includes	  providing	  homeopathic	  consultations	  under	  

supervision.	  

The	  practice	  of	  homeopathy	  is	  restricted	  in	  Connecticut.	  As	  a	  result,	  well-‐trained	  

and	  nationally	  certified	  professional	  homeopaths	  are	  not	  allowed	  to	  practice.	  	  Ours	  is	  only	  

one	  of	  three	  states	  (the	  others	  are	  Arizona	  and	  Nevada)	  that	  license	  medical	  doctors	  to	  

practice	  homeopathy.	  	  Of	  these,	  only	  Connecticut	  restricts	  the	  practice	  of	  homeopathy	  to	  

medical	  doctors.	  	  This	  is	  a	  result	  of	  a	  law	  from	  1893	  -‐	  enacted	  120	  years	  ago	  -‐	  and	  no	  longer	  

reflects	  contemporary	  practice.	  	  This	  law	  is	  out	  of	  step	  with	  the	  fact	  that	  the	  vast	  majority	  of	  

homeopaths	  in	  the	  U.S.	  are	  not	  medical	  doctors.	  	  

In	  the	  remaining	  47	  states,	  homeopaths	  are	  not	  regulated	  and	  consumers	  may	  freely	  

consult	  with	  homeopaths,	  whether	  board	  certified	  or	  not.	  	  Nine	  of	  these	  states	  have	  passed	  

health	  freedom	  laws	  that	  allow	  unlicensed	  complementary	  and	  alternative	  care	  

practitioners	  to	  practice,	  including	  homeopaths.	  	  In	  these	  health	  freedom	  states,	  to	  assure	  

consumers	  are	  informed,	  an	  unlicensed	  practitioner	  must	  provide	  a	  disclosure	  stating	  that	  

he	  or	  she	  is	  not	  regulated	  by	  the	  state,	  is	  not	  a	  licensed	  physician,	  the	  nature	  of	  the	  services	  

provided,	  and	  the	  type	  and	  duration	  of	  training.	  	  The	  attached	  language	  we	  propose	  and	  that	  

you	  passed	  out	  of	  the	  Public	  Health	  Committee	  last	  year	  also	  has	  these	  strong	  consumer	  

protection	  requirements	  

Currently	  there	  are	  only	  eight	  (8)	  licensed	  homeopathic	  medical	  doctors	  in	  the	  state	  

and	  most	  practice	  homeopathy	  on	  a	  limited	  basis,	  if	  at	  all.	  	  In	  addition,	  a	  small	  number	  of	  

naturopaths	  offer	  classical	  homeopathy.	  	  As	  a	  result,	  homeopathic	  care	  is	  often	  sought	  in	  

our	  neighboring	  states	  and	  certified	  homeopaths	  leave	  the	  state	  to	  practice	  their	  profession.	  

In	  the	  scope	  of	  practice	  review	  completed	  two	  years	  ago,	  the	  Department	  of	  Public	  

Health	  reported	  that	  there	  was	  no	  evidence	  found	  that	  the	  practice	  of	  homeopathy	  poses	  



	  

any	  health	  or	  safety	  risks	  to	  the	  public.	  	  Homeopathy	  is	  a	  very	  safe	  system	  of	  natural	  health	  

care	  that	  gently	  stimulates	  the	  body’s	  innate	  ability	  to	  heal	  itself,	  improving	  health	  and	  

wellbeing.	  	  Also,	  homeopathic	  remedies,	  which	  are	  regulated	  by	  the	  FDA,	  are	  sold	  over	  the	  

counter	  and	  anyone	  is	  free	  to	  purchase	  and	  use	  them.	  	  

Medicine	  and	  homeopathy	  are	  two	  separate	  disciplines	  with	  very	  different	  

education	  and	  training	  requirements.	  	  Homeopaths	  do	  not	  need	  to	  have	  a	  medical	  education	  

because	  they	  are	  not	  practicing	  medicine	  and	  do	  not	  diagnose	  or	  treat	  disease.	  

We	  urge	  you	  to	  support	  Proposed	  Bill	  5915	  and	  to	  draft	  a	  bill	  using	  the	  attached	  

language	  that	  this	  Committee	  passed	  unanimously	  in	  the	  2014	  session	  (HB	  5327)	  along	  

with	  the	  modifications	  we	  have	  offered.	  	  This	  bill	  will	  attract	  more	  qualified	  homeopaths	  to	  

Connecticut	  and	  improve	  consumer	  access	  to	  a	  low	  cost	  approach	  to	  health	  and	  wellness.	  	  	  	  

	  

Thank	  you	  for	  your	  consideration,	  

Barbara	  Wolf,	  Farmington	  

HOMEOPATHY	  FOR	  CONNECTICUT	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Attachment	  –	  Legislative	  Proposal	  

	  



	  

HOMEOPATHY FOR CT – LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL 
 

AN ACT CONCERNING THE PRACTICE OF CLASSICAL HOMEOPATHY ��� 
 
���Section 1. (NEW) (Effective July 1, 2015) (a) For purposes of this section: ���  
 
(1) "Homeopathy" means advice and services: (A) Based on a system that involves 
administration of minute doses of substances that produce symptoms in healthy persons 
similar to those of the disease; and (B) that are not prohibited under subsection (b) of 
this section; ��� 
 
(2) "Classical homeopath" means a person who provides homeopathy and is certified by 
the Council for Homeopathic Certification; and ��� 
 
(3) "Client" means the recipient or potential recipient of homeopathy from a classical 
homeopath. 
 
(b) (1) A classical homeopath who is not otherwise licensed or certified by the 
Department of Public Health to provide health care services may provide homeopathy, 
provided a classical homeopath shall not: (A) Conduct surgery or any other procedure 
that punctures the skin or harmfully invades the body;  (B) administer or order the 
taking of x-rays; (C) set a fracture; (D) prescribe or administer a legend drug, as defined 
in section 20-571 of the general statutes, or a controlled substance; (E) recommend the 
discontinuance of a legend drug or controlled substance that is prescribed by an 
appropriately licensed health care provider; or (F) hold out, state, indicate, advertise or 
imply to another person that he or she is a physician. ��� 
 
(2) A person who is licensed or certified by the Department of Public Health to provide 
health care services may provide homeopathy outside the scope of practice for which 
such person is licensed or certified, provided such person is certified by the Council for 
Homeopathic Certification. 
 
(c) A classical homeopath who provides homeopathy in accordance with this section 
shall, prior to providing such services: (1) Provide written notification, using plain 
language, to each client or potential client, that includes (A) a statement that the classical 
homeopath is not a licensed physician, if applicable, (B) a statement that the services to 
be provided are not regulated by the state, if applicable, (C) a description of the nature 
of the services to be provided, (D) an explanation of the theory upon which the services 
to be provided are based, (E) a description of the classical homeopath's education, 
training, experience and other qualifications relating to the services to be provided, and 
(F) A STATEMENT RECOMMENDING THAT A PRIMARY CARE PHYSICIAN BE 
CONSULTED FOR APPROPRIATE EVALUATIONS AND CHECK-UPS; and (2) obtain 
a written acknowledgment signed by the client stating that such recipient has received 
the information described in subdivision (1) of this subsection. The classical homeopath 
shall, prior to providing services, provide each client with a copy of the signed, written 
acknowledgment described in subdivision (2) of this subsection. The classical 
homeopath shall retain such acknowledgment for a period of not less than three years 
from the date on which the acknowledgment was signed. ��� 
 



	  

(d) Any person who is not licensed pursuant to title 19a or 20 of the general statutes to 
provide health care services and who advertises homeopathy shall disclose in such 
advertisement that he or she is not a health care provider licensed by the state. ��� 
 
(e) NOTHING IN THIS ACT SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO PROHIBIT THE ACTIVITIES 
OF A STUDENT OF HOMEOPATHY (1) ENROLLED IN AND UNDER THE 
SUPERVISION OF A SCHOOL OF HOMEOPATHY RECOGNIZED BY THE COUNCIL 
FOR HOMEOPATHIC CERTIFICATION, (2) ENROLLED IN A CLINICAL TRAINING 
PROGRAM APPROVED BY THE COUNCIL FOR HOMEOPATHIC CERTIFICATION, 
OR (3) IN TRAINING UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF A HOMEOPATHIC 
PHYSICIAN, A NATUROPATHIC PHYSICIAN, A CERTIFIED CLASSICAL 
HOMEOPATH (CCH), OR OTHER PERSON OR ENTITY APPROVED BY THE 
COUNCIL FOR HOMEOPATHIC CERTIFICATION. 

Sec. 2. Subsection (b) of section 20-9 of the 2014 supplement to the general statutes, as 
amended by section 138 of public act 13-234, is repealed and the following is substituted 
in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2015): ��� 
 
(b) The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to: ��� (1) Dentists while practicing 
dentistry only; ��� (2) Any person in the employ of the United States government while 
acting in the scope of his employment; ��� (3) Any person who furnishes medical or surgical 
assistance in cases of sudden emergency; ��� (4) Any person residing out of this state who is 
employed to come into this state to render temporary assistance to or consult with any 
physician or surgeon who has been licensed in conformity with the provisions of this 
chapter; ��� (5) Any physician or surgeon residing out of this state who holds a current 
license in good standing in another state and who is employed to come into this state to 
treat, operate or prescribe for any injury, deformity, ailment or disease from which the 
person who employed such physician, or the person on behalf of whom such physician 
is employed, is suffering at the time when such nonresident physician or surgeon is so 
employed, provided such physician or surgeon may practice in this state without a 
Connecticut license for a period not to exceed thirty consecutive days; ��� (6) Any person 
rendering service as (A) an advanced practice registered nurse if such service is 
rendered in collaboration with a licensed physician, or (B) an advanced practice 
registered nurse maintaining classification from the American Association of Nurse 
Anesthetists if such service is under the direction of a licensed physician; ��� (7) Any nurse-
midwife practicing nurse-midwifery in accordance with the provisions of chapter 377; ��� 
(8) Any podiatrist licensed in accordance with the provisions of chapter 375; ��� (9) Any 
Christian Science practitioner who does not use or prescribe in his practice any drugs, 
poisons, medicines, chemicals, nostrums or surgery; ���(10) Any person licensed to practice 
any of the healing arts named in section 20-1, who does not use or prescribe in his 
practice any drugs, medicines, poisons, chemicals, nostrums or surgery; ���  (11) Any 
graduate of any school or institution giving instruction in the healing arts who has been 
issued a permit in accordance with subsection (a) of section 20-11a and who is serving as 
an intern, resident or medical officer candidate in a hospital; ��� (12) Any student 
participating in a clinical clerkship program who has the qualifications specified in 
subsection (b) of section 20-11a; ��� (13) Any person, otherwise qualified to practice 
medicine in this state except that he is a graduate of a medical school located outside of 
the United States or the Dominion of Canada which school is recognized by the 
American Medical Association or the World Health Organization, to whom the 



	  

Connecticut Medical Examining Board, subject to such regulations as the Commissioner 
of Public Health, with advice and assistance from the board, prescribes, has issued a 
permit to serve as an intern or resident in a hospital in this state for the purpose of 
extending his education; ��� (14) Any person rendering service as a physician assistant 
licensed pursuant to section 20-12b, a registered nurse, a licensed practical nurse or a 
paramedic, as defined in subdivision (15) of section 19a-175, acting within the scope of 
regulations adopted pursuant to section 19a-179, if such service is rendered under the 
supervision, control and responsibility of a licensed physician; ��� (15) Any student enrolled 
in an accredited physician assistant program or paramedic program approved in 
accordance with regulations adopted pursuant to section 19a-179, who is performing 
such work as is incidental to his course of study; ��� (16) Any person who, on June 1, 1993, 
has worked continuously in this state since 1979 performing diagnostic radiology 
services and who, as of October 31, 1997, continued to render such services under the 
supervision, control and responsibility of a licensed physician solely within the setting 
where such person was employed on June 1, 1993; ��� (17) Any person practicing athletic 
training, as defined in section 20-65f; ��� (18) When deemed by the Connecticut Medical 
Examining Board to be in the public's interest, based on such considerations as academic 
attainments, specialty board certification and years of experience, to a foreign physician 
or surgeon whose professional activities shall be confined within the confines of a 
recognized medical school; ��� (19) Any technician engaging in tattooing in accordance with 
the provisions of section 20-266o or 20-266p and any regulations adopted thereunder; ��� 
(20) Any person practicing perfusion, as defined in section 20-162aa; [or] ���(21) Any 
foreign physician or surgeon (A) participating in supervised clinical training under the 
direct supervision and control of a physician or surgeon licensed in accordance with the 
provisions of this chapter, and (B) whose professional activities are confined to a 
licensed hospital that has a residency program accredited by the Accreditation Council 
for Graduate Medical Education or that is a primary affiliated teaching hospital of a 
medical school accredited by the Liaison Committee on Medical Education. Such 
hospital shall verify that the foreign physician or surgeon holds a current valid license in 
another country; [.] or ��� (22) Any person who is a classical homeopath providing 
homeopathy in accordance with section 1 of this act. 
 
 
Purpose: To recognize nationally certified classical homeopaths and allow these 
individuals who have achieved a high standard of homeopathic education and training 
through national certification to practice homeopathy in Connecticut. 
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