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Senator Gerratana, Representative Ritter,  Representative Riley, Representative Ryan and members 

of the committee, my name is Angela Rae Duhaime, and I’m the Community Coordinator with 

Southeastern Regional Action Council (SERAC).  I have been responsible for convening a regional 

prevention committee for 8 years, helping to coordinate the efforts in reducing substance abuse for 

20 towns in CT.  I am also a resident of Norwich CT and hold membership on several town 

committees.   

This is a written testimony in support of H.B. No. 5906 AN ACT CONCERNING ACCESS 

TO TREATMENT FOR OPIOID ADDICTION. 

 

Approximately 1 in 5 youth in 11th grade in Southeastern CT have misused a prescription pain 

medication to get high in 2012-2013.   

Almost half of the young adults (18-25) receiving substance abuse services are being treated for 

heroin or other opiates (DMHAS, 2013).  

Heroin and other opioid addictions are inflicting the lives of many residents right here in CT.  

According to the Hartford Courant (26 February 2015) there were 558 accidental drug overdoses, 

325 of which resulted in death.  In the eastern region of CT, there were 39 deaths related to heroin 

in 2012 and that number increases to 51 in 2013.   

Access to treatment is extremely limited across the state and particularly in southeastern CT. Many 

local treatment providers and residents report a lack of mid-level care facilities, access to 

replacement drugs, and providers.  Increasing the access to care to include primary care physicians is 

commonsense.  Behavioral health is primary healthcare.  Allowing nurse practitioners to prescribe 

drugs other than methadone is nothing short of culturally responsive care.  Until we increase 

access to treatment and reduce the barriers to recovery, the deaths related to opioid addiction will 

continue to rise.  One life lost is too many.   

I urge you to expand the access to treatment for opioid addiction and protect equal opportunities 

for all.  

Please support HB 5906. 

Thank you, and I’m happy to answer any questions you might have. 

Angela Rae Duhaime, M.A.  

Community Coordinator  

Southeastern Regional Action Council  

T. 860-848-2800 

 


