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Statement of Bruce Morris 

Chairman of the Black and Puerto Rican Caucus 

State Representative for the 140th Assembly District 

For the Joint Committee on Public Health 

February 20, 2015 

In Support of: 

H.B. No. 5894, An Act Increasing The availability of Licensed Medical Interpreters For Limited English 

Proficiency Patients. 

 

Senator Gerratana, Representative Ritter, and honorable members of the Public Health Committee, as Chairman 

of the Black and Puerto Rican Caucus, I would like to express our strong support of H.B. 5894, An Act 

Increasing The availability of Licensed Medical Interpreters for Limited English Proficiency Patients  
 

H.B. 5894 would increase the availability and require licensed medical interpreters in communities with more 

than 5% being non-English speaking. 

 

Too often non-English speaking persons seek medical attention and receive ill care due to understaffing of 

medical interpreters or to inadequate medical interpreters. This type of service is not acceptable –it is an 

endangerment to our constituents’ welfare and a disservice to healthcare providers.  

 

By moving this bill forward, we are taking fundamental steps in ensuring accessibility to equal quality care and 

improving patient safety. 

 

Thank you chairmen and committee members for the opportunity to present testimony.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 
 

Bruce V. Morris 

Chairman of the Black and Puerto Rican Caucus 

State Representative,140th District  

 


