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As	   Board	   Member	   and	   Chair	   of	   Government	   Affairs	   for	   the	   Connecticut	   Occupational	  
Therapy	   	  Association	   (ConnOTA),	   I	   am	   writing	   in	   regards	   to	  proposed	   bill	   5625	  “An	   Act	  
Concerning	   the	   Definition	   of	   Surgery.”	   	  The	   proposed	   bill	   indicates	   that	   the	   definition	   of	  
surgery	  could	  include	  language	  that	  impacts	  occupational	  therapy	  as	  it	  relates	  to	  the	  use	  of	  
physical	   agency	   modalities,	  such	   as	   ultrasound.	   	  Occupational	   Therapists	   are	   licensed	  
health	   professionals	   who	   may	   utilize	   ultrasound	   to	   treat	   joint	   stiffness,	   pain	   and	  
inflammation	  in	  an	  effort	  to	  improve	  anatomical	  or	  physiological	  symptoms	  that	  impact	  an	  
individuals	  ability	  to	  successfully	  care	  for	  themselves,	  their	  environment	  and	  engage	  in	  the	  
roles	  they	  value.	  	  Due	  to	  the	  nature	  of	  the	  language	  in	  the	  proposed	  bill	  and	  the	  imminent	  
impact	   this	   could	   have	   on	   the	   occupational	   therapy	   profession	   in	   Connecticut,	   ConnOTA	  
will	  continue	  to	  closely	  follow	  proposed	  bill	  5625	  to	  ensure	  that	  patients	  who	  benefit	  from	  
ultrasound	  provided	  by	  a	  licensed	  rehabilitation	  professional	  will	  continue	  to	  be	  an	  option.	  	  
Thank	   for	   the	  opportunity	   to	  comment,	  and	  ConnOTA	   looks	   forward	  to	  working	  with	   the	  
proponent	  of	  the	  bill	  and	  the	  entire	  Public	  Health	  Committee	  to	  address	  our	  concerns.	  


