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PUBLIC HEALTH PUBLIC HEARING — FEBRUARY 23, 2015

TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION TO PROPOSED BILL No. 5625 AN ACT CONCERNING THE DEFINITION OF
SURGERY.

LYNN RAPSILBER, MSN ANP-BC APRN FAANP, CHAIR, CT COALITION OF ADVANCED PRACTICE NURSES.

Senator Gerratana, Representative Ritter, Representative Srinivasin, Senator Markley and members of
the Public Health Committee:

My name is Lynn Rapsilber. | am a Nurse Practitioner and Chair of the Coalition of Advanced Practice
Nurses. | submit testimony today in opposition to Proposed Bill No. 5625 AAC The Definition of Surgery.

As a nurse practitioner, | and my colleagues perform many of the procedures this bill outlines. These fall
under the APRN Scope of Practice. Last session, the MedSpa taskforce worked with the physicians to
determine which cosmetic procedures were required to be performed by a MD or APRN or others after
the appropriate assessment was performed. Consensus language was agreed upon by the plastic
surgeons, dermatologists, CSMS, APRNs and physician assistants. There are many acceptable
procedures that should not come under the respectable title of “surgery”. This bill offers no clarity, is
therefore confusing and, in effect, demeans the profession by dumping everything into the definition.

Regardless of the definition, any legislation needs to include a clarifying statement that the provision of
this chapter shall not apply to those licensed providers functioning in their practice within their scope of
practice. Current statute offers that clarity. It needs to be expanded and included in legislation.



