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House Bill 5325 - An Act Concerning Community Health Needs Assessments and For-Profit
Hospitals

The Department of Public Health (DPH) provides the following information with regard to
House Bill 5325. DPH supports the idea of requiring each for-profit hospital to prepare and
submit a community health needs assessment to the Office of Health Care Access (OHCA). In
fact, OHCA’s Statewide Health Care Facilities and Services Plan states that “Hospitals’
community needs assessments should collectively encompass all of the state’s 169
towns.”*However, as currently written, the bill requires for-profit hospitals to submit data to
OHCA on an annual basis, requiring OHCA itself to prepare the community health needs
assessment.

The preparation of a community health needs assessment will require extensive analysis and
specific expertise on the part of OHCA staff. Notably, it is the understanding of OHCA that the
State’s non-profit hospitals utilize consultants to . prepare the community health needs
assessments required by the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. These community
health needs assessments are required every three years. Since for-profit hospitals are not
required to prepare a community health needs assessment under the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act, it is reasonable, and beneficial, to require them to do so within state
statute, but only every three years as opposed to annually. Additionally, currently OHCA lacks
adequate staff to prepare a community health needs assessment. Consequently, due to the
additional resources that would be needed to implement the requirements associated with this
hill, the Department is not supportive of the bill at this time.

Alternatively, the bill could be revised so as to require the for-profit hospital to prepare the
community health needs assessment and file it with OHCA every three years.

Thank you for your consideration of the Department’s views on this bill.

! Statewide Health Care Facilities and Services Plan, October 2012. p.12.
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