TOWN OF STONINGTON

SELECTMAN'S OFFICE
GEORGE CROUSE, JR.
FIRST SELECTMAN

152 Elm Street ¢ Stonington, Connecticut 06378
(860) 535-5050 o Fax (860) 535-1046
gerouse@stonington-ct.gov

February 26, 2015

Senator Catherine Osten, Chair of the Planning & Development Committee
Representative Philip Miller, Co-Chair

SB 970 An Act Concerning the Taxation of Golf Courses

Senate Bill 970 would have a negative impact on the Town of Stonington by reducing the
Grand List by $1,949,420 which would become another unfunded mandate to our Town and
other already strained municipalities. There is a direct impact on Grand List growth, in order
to make up for this reduction in assessment, it would take the construction of 5.5 new homes
valued at $500,000 and assessed at $350,000 to offset this reduction and grow the Grand List,
This proposal comes at a time when the Town is facing the building and remodeling of our
schools and repair of roads as a result of excess weather affects. With the reduction of state
funding to municipalities this only adds to the municipal burden. This reduction would
transfer to all our citizens limiting our ability to provide the much needed services to enhance
development and economic growth that benefits Stonington and the State of Connecticut.

Sincerely,

eorge Crouse, First Selectman
own of Stonington
860-535-5040
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